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Hypnosis

The battle of Bakhmut-Artemovsk laid the groundwork for Russia to expand
its incursion deeper into southern Donetsk, since Surovikin’s decision to canalize
Ukrainian troops into the village succeeded as a way to buy time for the
construction of the Surovikin lines, against which Ukraine’s 2023 “Spring’
counteroffensive defaulted; the defeat at Bakhmut-Artemovsk and Ukraine’s
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default against the Surovikin lines shifted the strategic initiative in Russia’s favor,
allowing Russia to advance deeper into southern Donetsk and making its advances
less a matter of “chance, probability or uncertainty” than a matter of time,
manpower or matériel, whose supply, transport or logistics the Russians secured in
the construction of a railway from Rostov-On-Don to the very banks of the
Crimea, the necessary prerequisite for which became Ukraine’s defeat at Bakhmut-
Artemovsk; furthermore, the deeper Russia expanded into southern Donetsk, the
more accessible Ukraine’s Rohstoffversorgung, Rohstoffe, Rohstoffreichtum
became, the more valuable its railway system from Rostov-On-Don became for
transporting, supplying, or taking care of the logistics for Rohstoffversorgung,
Robhstoffe, or Rohstoffreichtum.! This provided, provides, and will provide Russia
the means to offset financial losses resulting from sanctions, rising recruitment
bonuses, or exponentially rising military expenditures.? Since the acquisition of
southern Donetsk territory secured Russian access to raw materials and the railway

I Detractors, rebuttal specialists, or a devil’s advocates could argue that Russia’s control over
more than 12.4 trillion dollars worth of raw materials in the first six months of the Ukraine war
ipso facto nullifies any basis for a claim of decisiveness after Bakhmut-Artemovsk. The
construction of the railways, however, complicates efforts to evaluate one’s understanding of the
annexed territory on the value of the raw materials alone. [10/11/24, 10/12/24]

2 Nota bene that one of the most salient arguments to arise in the social media blogging sphere,
newspapers, or magazines from the period immediately following the collapse of Ukraine’s 2023
‘Spring’ counteroffensive to the day Vuhledar became Ugledar became the idea that 1) the
depletion of Russia’s arsenal of Soviet era equipment, weaponry, armor, mechanized air defense
or mobilized anti-air defense systems, or projectiles, 2) its inability to produce replacement units
for those lost on the battlefield, as well as 3) the strain sanctions, rising recruitment bonuses, or
exponentially rising military expenditures on its economy would lead to its collapse during the
Ukrainian war. During the battle of Novomikhailovka, for instance, the 79th Airborne Assault
Brigade, which became a separate part of Ukraine’s armed forces like the Army or the Air Force,
recorded more than 300 confirmed Russian losses in units of armor over the course of a more
than six month battle; a counter argument to irreplaceability became Russia’s ability to produce
three tanks a day. While these concerns are certainly a factor in Russia’s ability to lose a war of
attrition against Ukraine, the bottom line for Russia’s economy is raw materials. Russia’s ability
to continue, despite sanctions, to sell oil, gas, or coal, at times with profits even exceeding losses
from the withdrawal of Western businesses in compliance with sanctions, fluctuated, causing
controllable inflation but never subsided to a point at which revenues fell below Russia’s interest
payments on foreign debt. The predictions of Russia’s collapse due to this argument reveal the
persistent depth of shortsightedness inherent in the complete lack of planning for the ultimate
end of Julia Nuland’s 2014 coup d’état in Maidan. Stratfor, one of America’s research centers,
predicted the course of Russia’s advances as early as 2015, leaving no excuse for the proponents
of Nuland’s foreign policy to feign ignorance.
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for its management for decades, if not millennia, a direct consequence of the battle
of Bakhmut-Artemovsk, the battle decided, by and large and for the most part, the
raw materials of the Donbas, and consequently the war itself, at least in terms of
Ukraine’s struggle over Russia’s invasion. In the calculus of warfare, which is
heavily dependent on revenues, Russia’s ability to successfully secure control over,
access to, or exploitation of Ukraine’s Donbas of raw materials, is a profound
historic event, not just for the history of Russia or the Ukraine but the world.

Russia Reroutes the Bagdadbahn

In his essay essay Vkpaiina kak Obvexm Meowcoynapoorou Konmp-
Pesonroyuu, M. TlaBnoud (Bosnontep) argues that the great pan-German
Bagdadbahn as one of the aims of German imperialism at the turn of the 19th
century led to the outbreak of World War 1. [1laBnoBuy argues that the Bagdadbahn
sought to accomplish two things. He writes: “C oxHo# ctopoHnsl, barmaackas
JKeJle3Has Jopora JoJkHa Oblia yTBEpAUTh TOCIOJACTBO I epMaHuy, BO-IEPBbIX, B
Koncrantunomnone, 1.e. Ha bocdope u Jlapaanennax, nnaye roopsi—Ha BEJIUKON
BOEHHO-TOPrOBOM JJOPOIe U3 UEPHOMOPCKUX MOPTOB YKpaiinsl u Kazaka k
CpeauzemHomy Mopio 1 Cyaily; BO-BTOPBIX, HA BEJIMKOM UCTOPUYECKOM ITYTH OT
bankan uepe3 npesHue napcrsa: Jlnauro, I epakiuro, Lezapero, Bapunonuto,
Cuputo, T.€., TO TOPOroi, KOTOpoil men Anekcanap MakeqOHCKUI K
Ilepcunckomy 3anuBy u MHInMCKOMY OKeaHy, OTKpbIBaBIIMM BopoTa B 300-
MUWUIMOHHYI0 MHAMIO, ATy )KeMUyKUHY B KOpoHe bpuTanckoi nmnepun.”

( ITaBnoBuu, 1920: pg. 2) These two goals may be summarized as securing trade
routes 1) to the Crimea, which encompasses the Black Sea, as well as 2) to India,
which is the ultimate end of the Bagdadbahn. In terms of these two goals,
[TaBnoBuu explains how “bargasackast nopora nopkHa Oblla TPUKOBATh CTAILHON
LENbI0 K T00eaHOM KoslecHUIle | epMaHCKoil uMnieprn pasnaraBirytocs OTTOMaHKyY
HMMIIEPHIO U OTZIaTh B PACHOPSKEHHE F'€PMAHCKOI0 KaluTaanu3Ma u
IPEANPUUMYUBBIX HEMELKUX TTPOMBIIIIIICHHUKOB BCE UICTOYHUKH CHIPhS U
torutuBa.” In its redivision of the collapsed Ottoman Empire, Germany’s ambition
with its Bagdadbahn focused on its exploitation for raw materials. With control
over the Bagdadbahn Germany provided for “yTrBepxaeHue HEMEIKOro
rOCHOJICTBA, FTEPMAHCKON reT€MOHUHU HA BEJIMKUX BOCHHO-TOPTOBBIX MYTAX U3
Vkpaitnel.” (ITaBnosuy, 1920: pg. 3)

The Sub-Surovikin Railway
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In the sub-Surovikin railway from Rostov-on-Don to the banks of the
Crimea Russia reroutes the Bagdadbahn away from Berlin through Russia, linking
its Black Sea ports to its new North-South Transport Corridor. It would only take a
week after the battle of Bakhmut-Artemovsk for Russia to founded a company
dedicated to building a railway on the landbridge. Bakhmut-Artemovsk fell on
May 20th, 2023. On May 29th, 2023 the Russian Federation issued an order Ne
1404-p. In the order Russia consolidated «/loHemkas »xene3Has Joporay,
«Jlyranckas xene3Hast Jopora», «XepCoHCKas kKelle3Has TIOporay,
«MunuTomnoasckas xene3Has popora», and «Kenesnsle qoporu Jlonbaccay,
drawing together the territories annexed on September 30th, 2022 under a single
railway called ®I'VII «Kenesusie noporu HoBopoccun». Remarking that “Russian
officials and occupation authorities continue to use infrastructure projects to
integrate occupied territories into Russia,” the Institute for the Study of War stated
that “Railways of Novorossiya will connect logistics in occupied territories, update
existing fleets of trains, and create a unified transportation process management
system.”3

On March 15th, 2024 Russia reported that the freight route between from
Rostov-On-Don to Crimea started operating.4 The establishment of a railway
empowers Russia to transport eight times more freight than a standard Russian
KAMAZ-43255-69 per wagon. a standard Russian KAMAZ-43255-69 carries no
more than 7.5 tons. A Russian wagon on rail carries more 60 tons. The aim of the
railway suits its ability to handle tonnage. While many have claimed that the aim
of the railway is to support logistics for Russia’s war with Ukraine, no study has
examined the nature of munition transports on Russian freight rail lines; it is
certainly feasible for Russia to exploit the added advantage in tonnage to transfer
munitions from the three primary sources of its production inside of Russia.
According to a study by RUSI intended to provide Ukraine with “thinking around
disrupting the defense industrial base,” Russia transports its artillery munitions
from Russian factories in Volgograd, Mozdok in North Ossetia, and Krasnodar.>
The one in Volgograd is called the Kotluban depot with an area of 2.17 km? with
67 sheds and 28 open air sites for the storage of ammunition; the one in Mozdok in
North Ossetia is called the 68th Arsenal of the Main Missile and Artillery

3 “Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment,” Institute for the Study of War, May 31st, 2023

4 “Russia starts rail freight service through occupied Ukrainian land,” RailFreight, March 22nd,
2024.

5 “Ore to Ordnance: Disrupting Russia’s Artillery Supply Chains,” RUSI, October 10th, 20224,
pp. 62, 64
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Directorate of the General Staff of the Russian Army with an area of 2.12 km? with
61 sheds and 35 bunker facilities; the one in the Krasnodar region is called the
719th Artillery Ammunition Storage Base with an area of 1 km? with 13 sheds,
four bunkers and 12 open air sites.

The study does not really consider in tonnage whether loading a line of
wagons with 60 tons of munitions a wagon would present Ukraine’s armed forces
with a target too easy to be feasible. RUSI’s study, for instance, contains no
information indicating that Russia has transported ammunition or munitions from
one or more of these three aforementioned sites by rail to any of “the temporary
storage locations inside occupied Ukraine” or to any one of the regions in the
Russian occupied Donbas, further complicating a fully reductionist claim for the
railways’s purpose. Even though the study RUSI cites discusses sabotage, there is
no single reference, citation, or example of Ukrainian armed forces striking a
Russian wagon with ammunition or of any specific mention of Russia’s transport
of munitions via rail from Russia to the annexed territories.® It must be that the
railway is for more than merely logistics.

These accounts from pro-Ukrainian British or American open source
intelligence agencies stand in contrast with many Russian accounts about the
railway’s purpose. On the whole the Russian press celebrated the establishment of
the consolidated railways in the four newly annexed territories for a couple of
reasons almost completely unrelated to the logistics, supply chains, or transport of
munitions; about these things little can be discerned in the major Russian dailies.
The Russian dailies, for instance, claimed the railway would be a better source of
transport for Russia’s extraction of raw materials from the Donbas; in line with this
reasoning is the fact that Russia has levied taxes on the transport. In addition,
Russian dailies welcomed the railway as a unified transport network for its citizens
in Novorossiya to travel from one region to the next, to Russia or from Russia to
one or more region. In much the same way that the Kerch bridge served to
establish a ground line of communication with Russia’s mainland, the “Railways of
Novorossiya” connects the annexed territories in accordance with Russia’s primary
means of transport throughout the federation, confirming that the railway is, of
course, a symbol of “[Russia’s determination to consolidate control over Crimea
and southern Ukraine.”” Certainly, Russia’s ability “to conquer and further utilize

6 Maria Engqvist, “A Railhead Too Far: The Strategic Role of Railroads during Russia’s Invasion
of Ukraine,” FOI Russia and Eurasia Studies Program, November, 2022, pp. 3-5.

7 “Russia’s new Crimea Railway Fuels Tensions as Ukraine Targets Rail Officials,” National
Security News, April 19th, 2024.
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the Ukrainian railroad infrastructure for its own purposes and according to their
logistical prerequisites has been a determining factor for the development of the
war,” enabling “Russia’s ability to set up functioning logistic supply lines between
the from lines and the rear, especially in the north, but to some extent also in the

east and south : Ukraine.”8
S
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8 Maria Engqvist, “A Railhead Too Far: The Strategic Role of Railroads during Russia’s Invasion
of Ukraine,” FOI Russia and Eurasia Studies Program, November, 2022, pg. 5
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But it is much more. Given these complexities and nuances, the Russian
railway’s sole purpose cannot be reduced exclusively to logistics for Russia’s war
with Ukraine. The railway’s purpose is much broader. Within a perspective for its
overall usage for Russia trade routes, the connection of Sevastopol (an end point
not yet connected to Russia’s “Railways of Novorossiya”)? with the Rostov-on-
Don connects Crimea with Russia’s network of railways beyond the terminal
stations in the Russian Federation.

Most of the studies on Russia’s “Railways of Novorossiya,” however, have
missed “the big picture.” The “the big picture” is that during Russia’s destruction
of NATO trained brigades deployed to fight in the 2023 ‘Spring’ counteroffensive
against Surovikin’s lines, Russia strengthened its more than 122,000 of railroads
and railways to Eurasia. In the middle of 2023, and against the backdrop of the
Ukraine war,!0 for instance, Russia began to conclude agreement with Iran to
create a land route on rails from India through Iran’s Chahabar port to Russia.!!
Aimed at reducing the carriage cost between India and Russia by 30 percent,
Russia’s Eurasian Bagdadbahn decreases the the transit time from 40 days to less
than half in comparison to current routes. Announced on July 4th, 2023, multimode
service between Russia and India began nearly a month after the beginning of
Ukraine’s 2023 ‘Spring’ counteroffensive defaulted on the Surovikin line.
Alongside these multimode services, Russia actively began to ship cargo to India
on a land route on July 13th, 2022. “The first Russian India-bound cargo train
reached the territory of Iran via the North South transit railway with 39 freight
containers through the Sarkhas railway station on the border with Turkmenistan.!2
On August 27th, 2023, a Russian freight train heading through the territory of Iran
on the North-South Transit Corridor delivered 36 freight containers to Saudi
Arabia, a first for the North-South Transit Corridor.!3

9 “Rusia ultima una linea de tren que conectara los territorios ucranios ocupados en el mar de
Azov y Crimea,” El Pais, June 21st, 2024.
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12 “First Russian train with India-bound cargo arrives in Iran-minister,” TASS, July 13th, 2022.
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Although Russia has not yet completed a trip from Crimea through Rostov-
on-Don to one or more of the countries along the North South Transit Corridor, the
perspective is suggestive. Seen within the perspective of Russia’s strengthened
railways to Eurasia, Russia’s “Railways of Novorossiya” project not only
symbolizes “Russia’s assertive posture in the region and its determination to
consolidate control over Crimea and southern Ukraine,” but also Russia’s
ambitions within the wider scheme of its foreign policy objectives for Eurasia,
namely, connecting both its annexed territories as well as the Crimea to the North
South Transport Corridor.

The Great Power Struggle over the Bagdadbahn

The significance of Russia’s “Railways of Novorossiya” is its reroute for the
Bagdadbahn away from American occupied Berlin, the epicenter of European
capitalism, towards Moscow, one, if not the only, reigning great power in Eurasia,
thereby establishing Russia’s assertion of power over its trade routes from one end
of its annex to the extremities outlining its trade partners throughout the Eurasian
land mass. Originally conceived to fulfill the ambitions of German Imperialism
before the outbreak of World War 1, the Bagdadbahn sought to fix Germany’s
Berlin at the center of a massive network of trade for the extraction of raw
materials from Europe to one end of Asia Minor to the next.

The sub-Surovikin railway from Rostov-on-Don to the banks of Crimea is
Russia’s way of rerouting the Bagdadbahn away from Berlin through Russia,
linking the Black Sea ports to its new North South Transport Corridor.s Whereas
the Russians are rerouting the Bagdadbahn from eastern Europe’s Ukraine, the
United States of America is seeking to reroute the Bagdadbahn through Israel.
Israel’s current wars against Gaza’s Hamas or Hizbollah’s Lebanon are neither
religious, about terrorism, or Lebensraum for the Jewish state to stretch from “the
river to the sea” but are about geopolitics. Israel and the United States have
proposed an alternative to the North South Transit Corridor, connecting Europe to
India through the port in Haifa, Israel. Designed to travel from Mumbai, Dubai,
Riyadh, through Haifa on its way to Paris, the plan immediately met opposition
from Saudi Arabia, with whom America’s plan for normalization with Israel
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collapsed after Israel’s war with the Gaza Strip began on October 7th, 2023.14 Well
before the start of the war, Israeli media had already started to forecast a scheme
without S.A.E.15 The route, which links India to Europe without Eurasia through
the Middle East, is an alternative to the North South Transit Corridor.16

The central problem the world’s powers face now is how to link Europe, the
Middle East, and Asia, how to build a Bagdadbahn. The struggle to to contain
control or dominate the Bagdadbahn, its routes such as the North-South Transit
Corridor, Israel’s Haifa Transit Corridor or China’s Belt and Road Initiative, and
Indian trade present a unified theory accounting for the three world wars, World
War I, World War 11, and World War III (which is already begun, beginning with
the Ukraine war and the Middle Eastern wars on seven fronts (i.e., “ nnnon
PRI YW n°n°1-271 ) and the beginning of which ending with the beginning of
China acting openly and without restraint against any one of its neighbors, South
Korea, Vietnam, Philippines or Taiwan.

14 Saudi Arabia’s position shifted, despite reports that MbS could care less about the Palestinians.
According to an article entitled “In the War that Would Not End,” published in The Atlantic on
September 25, 2024, MbS is quoted as saying: “Seventy percent of my population is younger
than me,” the 38-year old ruler explained. “For most of them, they never really knew much about
the Palestinian issue. And so they’re being introduced to it for the first time through this conflict.
It’s a huge problem. Do I care personally about the Palestinian issue? I don’t, but my people do,
so I need to make sure this is meaningful.” MbS’s pivot to Eurasia is based less on his country’s
domestic politics than its own calculus for power in the region. Whereas leading up to Iran’s
retaliatory strike on Israel on April 14th, 2024, Saudi Arabia yielded to U.S. efforts to a forge
“Fragile Middle Eastern Alliance to Repel Iran’s Israel Attack™ (WSJ, April 15th, 2024), months
later Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the U.A.E., Bahrain and Kuwait “declared their neutrality to Iran in its
conflict with Israel and [would not] allow the U.S. to use their airbases against Iran,” indicating a
major shift in policy away from Israel, the U.S., and Saudi normalization towards Eurasian
partnership, as according to Reuters in an article published on October 3rd, 2024 with the title,
“Exclusive: Gulf States sought to reassure Iran of their neutrality in Iran-Israel conflict, sources

2

say.
15.10.09.2023 ,00°55%5 ,7707% 12277 M9 DR 70PN PR L1070 Yha ol

16 “UJ.S.-Backed Transit Corridor Looks to Connect Europe, Middle East, and Asia,” Wall Street
Journal, September 9th, 2023
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Hypnosis

Control over Ukraine’s railways is traditionally associated with an extraction
of its raw materials. Integrated into comprehensive plans for the improvement of
Ukraine’s overall infrastructure, foreign investments in the Donbas’ metallurgic
mines, factories or coal quarries. [1laBmoBuu writes: “MHoCTpaHHBIC KalTUTAIUCTHI
BJIOKHJTA TPOMATHBIE CYMMBI HE TOJIBKO B MeTaJJIyprudeckue pyiHUKH, 3aBOAbI,
U yrojabHble konu Jlondaca, HO U B TOPOJICKHE TPaMBaH, HEKTPUIECKUE CTAHIIUN
M JKeJIe3HbIC JJOPOXKKH U JIpyTue npennpusitus Bcet Ykpaitaol.” (ITaBnoBuy, 1920:
pg. 12) When the Germans left, IlaBnosuu writes, “Iletntopa, nponaBmuii panblie
VYxpauny Bunsrensmy I, moexan B Oneccy k gppaHiry3cKkOMy reHepaabHOMY
KOHCYITy A’ AHCEIbMY 3aKJII04aTh HOBBIM JOTOBOP O mpojaxe YkpaiHsel. [1o aTomy
JIOTOBOPY BCE JKEJIE3HbIE JOPOTU YKpParHbI JOJKHBI ObLIN niepeiTu K Opanuuu B
pyku dpanity3ckoit oupxu.” (Ibid.)

In regards to the struggle for raw materials, [TaBnoBuu remarks how
“nMmnepuanuctuyeckas OpaHuns NOCTaBUIA CBOEH LIEJIbIO OTTOPKEHUE Y
['epManuu xene30-npoMbIluIeHHOTO Oacceiina Dnbp3ac-Jlotapunrum ¢ ee
KEJIC3HBIMH PyTHUKAMHA U CTAJICITUTCHHBIMA 3aBOJIJaMU U BCETO YTOJIBHOTO
6acceiina Capsl.” Acquired immediately following the German Empire’s defeat of
the French on the heels of its suppression of the Paris Commune in 1971,
[TaBnoBuu calls Germany’s loss of the Alsace-Lorraine “cyninocts Bepcanbckoro
mupa.” (ITaBmoBuy, 1920: pg. 5) In a sense similar to that of the Versailles Treaty,
Russia’s acquisition of the Donbas in its entirety is equivalent to Germany’s loss of
the Alsace-Lorraine.!7 With its rich sources of minerals, its location with respect to
France’s eastern borders, its history with Helmuth von Moltke’s recommendation
for an expansion of Germany’s western border for strategic military reasons, the
ethnography (of German Alemannic speakers), the Kulturkampf, much of
Germany’s lost Alsace-Lorraine mirrors, bears similarity to, or strikes a
resemblance to Ukraine’s lost Donbas.

At the center of so many different trade routes, the Alsace-Lorraine is but a
pale comparison. In terms of its location, [laBnoBuy writes: “Ykpaiina c ee
0e3rpaHMYHBIMH, €CTECTBEHHBIM 00OTaTCTBaMH, C €€ 3aMeuaTelIbHbIM

17 Even Karl Marx warned his fellow Germans: “If Alsace and Lorraine are taken, then France
will later make war on Germany in conjunction with Russia. It is unnecessary to going the
unholy consequences.” (Fernbach, David (ed.) Marx: The First International and After, p. 178,
Letter to the Brunswick committee of the Social-Democratic Workers’ Party,” from Marx-
Engels-Werke, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1974)
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reorpauuecKuM MoJIOKEHUEM, PACIIONIOKEHHAs Ha MepenyThe U3 3amnaHoi
EBpomnel k YUepromy, AzoBckomy u Kacnimiickomy mopsim, k Kazaky c ero
MUHEPATBHBIMHA OOTaTCTBAMU U TPOMATHBIMU 3aJIeKaMH HE(PTH, C KaKIbIM THEM
npuoOpeTaronieii Bce 00JbIle 3HaUCHHUE B XO35MCTBEHHOM KM3HU HApOOB, Jajee K
TypkecraHy € €10 XJIONKOBBIMM IUTAHTAUUAMH, K [lepcun u Bcerr Cpenneit Azuu,
HE MOIJIa HE CJeNaThCsl 00bEKTOM BOXKJICTICHUI CO CTOPOHBI BCEX
uMIiepuanuctuaeckux aepxan.” ( I[1aBmoBuu, 1920: pg. 6) The trade routes
encompass the nexus of the three great European seas, the Caucasus, if not the
inlays to Asia Minor, demonstrating how its locality supersedes any comparison
with Germany’s lost Alsace-Lorraine.

In terms of raw materials, mines, or factories, Ukraine’s lost Donbas is far
exceeds Germany’s lost Alsace-Lorraine. In his account of the awe Ukraine’s
almost unimaginable wealth of Rohstoffversorgung, Rohstoffe, Rohstoffreichtum
stirs, IlaBmoBuu describes the feeling as nothing short of Aypnosis. Summarizing
the history of attacks on Russia through Ukraine, [TaBnoBuy mentions how Charles
XII of Sweden, the Germans, Anton Denikin (December 16th, 1872 to August 7th,
1947), a commander-in-chief of the armed forces of South Russia during the
Russian Civil War of 1917 to 1923, and the “Szlachta Poles” (ITaBnoud’s term for
the Poles who fought in the Polish-Ukrainian war from November 1st, 1918 to July
18th, 1919, rather than attack Moscow directly through Smolensk, fell victim to
Ukrainian hypnosis. [1aBnoBuu writes: “TakoBa cuiia TATOTEHUSI K YKpauHe WU,
KAK BBIPAXaeTcs TOB. DH-OH, «yKPAaUHCKYIO TUITHO3Y», IEMCTBOBABILIETO HA BCEX
npotuBHUKOB CoBeTckoii Bnactu.” [laBnosud adds that Ukrainian Aypnosis fogs
the brain. (ITaBmoBu4, 1920: pg. 7)

What makes Ukraine an object of such impassioned invasions? [laBioBuu
attributes Ukrainian syprosis not only to the country’s rich sources of
Rohstoffversorgung, Rohstoffe, Rohstoffreichtum but the fact that “Ykpaiina
o0aaeT OCHOBHBIMH 3JIEMEHTAMHU MMPOU3BOICTBA,—YTJIEM U Kelie30M, 0€3
KOTOPBIX HEIb3sI ITyCTUTh B X0/ HU OJHOU (haOpUKH, 1 OCHOBHBIMH 3JICMCHTAMH
MUTaHUS Y€JI0BEYECKOTO OPTaHn3Ma — XJIOOM, MICOM, caxapoM, KUPaMH U
conpto.” On top of its rich stores of raw materials, the combination of Ukraine’s
fundamental elements of production (i.e., coal and steel) together with its
fundamental elements of human nutrition is responsible for inducing in its invaders
a sense of Ukrainian Aypnosis. Certainly nothing of the short existed in Germany’s
lost Alsace-Lorraine.

Alongside Charles XII of Sweden, the Germans, Anton Denikin, and the
“Szlachta Poles,” the Russians, of which ITaBinoBua was a member, it appears, have
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fallen victim to the Ukrainian Aypnosis the Soviet historian so venerated in his
famous essay. In his essay, [1aBnoBuu writes of the Donbas: “Jlonenkuii 0acceiin,
3aHAMAIOIIHNHI ITIEPBOE MECTO CPEIH APYTUX MPOMBIIUIEHHBIX palOHOB BocTouHOM
EBporibl o 00racTBy yriieM U KeJie30M, SIBIISETCS OMOPHBIM ITyHKTOM JUIsl Halllen
OTE€YECTBEHHON U MEX1y-HapOJAHON KOHTP-PEBOIIOLIMU B 00phOe ¢ CBETCKOM
Poccueit u Yrpaunoii.” (ITaBmosuy, 1920: pg. 10) Isn’t it ironic? Wheres in the
past Russia sought to prevent invaders from tearing the Donbas away from
Ukraine, in its war with Ukraine Russia is the one tearing the Donbas away from
Ukraine. Apart from the irony, the depth of Russia’s Ukrainian Aypnosis
recommends comparing Ukraine’s lost Donbas (i.e., Germany’s lost Alsace-
Lorraine) with the rest of Ukraine, the largest country in Europe.!® How much has
Ukraine lost to Russia’s new Alsace-Lorraine?

Coal, Coke, & Steel

In the immediate aftermath of the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 its entire
landmass underwent a profound transformation. Russia alone witnessed the loss of
more than 23. 8% of its territory, 48.5% of its people, 41% of its Gross Domestic
Product, 39.4% of its industry, and 44.6% of its military potential.l In Ukraine
alone, the Soviet Union’s closest former member responsible for more than 16.3%
of the union’s economy,2 the collapse of the Soviet Union had a profoundly
negative effect on all aspects of its economy, especially in terms of its coal
industry. The collapse of the Soviet Union initiated a degeneration of Ukraine’s
coal industry that continued from 1991 to 2014 when Russia seized the Crimea.
“PaHilue ByrijbHa 3aily3b OyJia BAroMuM (PakTopoM (PyHKIIIOHYBaHH 1 PO3BUTKY
E€KOHOMIKH, a 3apa3 € ii HaOuIbII MpodieMoro cheporo. 3okpeMa, ko y 1991
porti B Ykpaini npaitoBanu 276 maxt, BuaOyBarouu 193 MUIBHOHM TOHH BYT1JLIS,

18 “OnHako, IO CPaBHEHMIO C 3al1aIHO-€BPONEUCKUMU rocyjapcTBaMu, YKpaiHa 1o 3aHMMaeMOM
€10 TUIoIMA I — 45 MUJIJTMOHOB I€CSITUHBI — SIBIIIETCS KPYIHBIM FOCYIapCTBOM, MaJio YeEM
ycrynas ['epmanuu, @panuun, Mcnanum, uMeronux miomanb ot 46 10 50 MUJIITMOHOB
necatun.” (ITaBmoBuy, 1920: pg. 16)

19 Der russische Prasident Wladimir Putin bezeichnete im Jahr 2005 den Zusammenbruch
(collapse) der Sowjetunion als die “groBite geopolitische Katastrophe des 20. Jahrhunderts,” und
er filhrte aus: Deren Implosion bedeutete fiir Moskau den Verlust (the loss of) von 23, 8% des
Territoriums, 48, 5% der Bevolkerung, 41% der Wirtschaftsleistung, 39, 4% der Industrie und
44, 6% des militarischen Potenzials. “Analyse: Die Rohstoffe der Ukraine und ihre strategische
Bedeutung,” Bundeszentrale fiir politische Bildung, 15.03.2024

20 Seven Days That Shook The World: The Collapse of Soviet Communism, CNN, pg. 47.
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0 y 2014 pori — 33 nepxkabi maxtu — 10,9 minsiiona Tord. B 2021 pori,
BUJI00YTOK cKopoiuBes 110 2,9 minbiiona ToHH.2! Reduced to a fraction of its
former activity, Ukraine’s extraction of coal after its disintegration from the Soviet
Union amounted to no more than 5 percent. The number of active mines dropped
by nearly 90%. By 2014, the consequence of Ukraine’s disintegration from the
Soviet Union in 1991 rendered its bustling coal industry to a shadow of its former
self.

Ukraine’s major resources

I Russian-controlled areas since Feb. 24 g Russia-annexed (Crimea) or separatist-controlled (Donbas) areas since 2014

Coal

Metals

Crimea

Crimea

Natural gas

Crimea Crimea

Source: SecDev analysis THE WASHINGTON POST

21 3ay1s TapaHTyBaHHS CHEPIeTUYHOT OC3MEKH JIepyKaBa Ma€ TOKJIACTH YMMAJIHX 3yCHIIb IS
PECKTPYKTypH3aIlil ByrwibHOI rany3i, Paxynxosa [larama, 06.02.2024
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The vast majority of these coal mines constitute the largesse of the
unimaginably rich basin of the Don, the-called Donbas, or Donetsk basin.22 The
Germans describe the situation in the following way: “Deutlich wird der
Schwerpunkt der Kohle im Donbas.”23 Assessments of the damage Russia’s
invasion caused is measured primarily in coal, if not in terms of other,
geopolitically significant, raw materials scattered throughout eastern Ukraine. In at
least one study, whose exaggerated statistics appear without citation, “die Folgen
der russischen Aggression: Vor 2014 hatte die Ukraine jdhrlich iiber 80 Millionen
Tonnen abgebaut. Dan zerschnitt Moskau die ostukrainische Region und halbierte
diese Menge.”24 Prior to the February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Russia controlled
approximately 7 percent of Ukrainian territory.!” Within a month of the invasion,
Russia controlled nearly 30 percent of Ukrainian territory, including large swaths
of eastern Ukraine stretching from the southern Kherson Oblast to the northern
Kharkiv Oblast, as well as a sizable chunk of territory reaching from Ukraine’s
northern border to outside the capital of Kyiv. “Seit der Invasion von 2022 liegen
sogar 80 Prozent der nationalen Kohlevorritte auf besetztem Gebiet.” While the
tonnage Ukraine extracted in 2014 may be in doubt, the vast majority of Ukraine’s
coal deposits fell into Russian hands following the ignition of the full-scale
invasion on February 24th, 2022.

The static worth of these deposits—without extraction—is many more than
millions or billions of dollars. Just in terms of coal alone, preliminary estimates
project an amount of hard coal deposits in Russian hands at no less than 30 billion
tons. The dollar value of these deposits exceeds $11.9 trillion.25

After the fall of Asowstal in Mariupol on May 20th, 2022, Awdijiwka on
February 17th, 2024, and Vuhledar on October 1st, 2024, all of which are
important for Ukraine’s steel industry, the reality of Ukraine’s tremendous loss in

22 “The lion’s share of those coal deposits, which for decades have powered Ukraine’s critical
steel industry, are concentrated in the east, where Moscow has made the most inroads.” ; “In the
Ukraine war, a battle for the nation’s mineral and energy wealth,” Washington Post, August 10th,
2022.

23 “Analyse: Die Rohstoffe der Ukraine und ihre strategische Bedeutung,” Bundeszentrale fiir
politische Bildung, 15.03.2024

24 “Ukraine-Krieg: Im Donbass stehen die Bergleute an zwei Fronten,” Neue Ziiricher Zeitung,
November 1st, 2023

25 “In the Ukraine war, a battle for the nation’s mineral and energy wealth,” Washington Post,
August 10th, 2022.
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the Donbas finally began to take hold. With Russia less than eight kilometers from
Ukraine’s Pokrovsk in southern Donetsk in the middle of October, many of the
West’s primary supporters from within Ukraine’s remaining oligarchy, such as
Ukraine’s Metinvest,2¢ began to sound the alarm bells for what the city’s loss might
signify in real numbers. Foreign Policy, for instance, published an article detailing
how the “city is the source of most of the coal used for the country’s steel and iron
industry,” the backbone of the Ukrainian economy as the second largest sector.
Metinvest, which owns operations not only in the Ukraine but also in Italy,
Bulgaria, the U.K., and the U.S., is not a wholly owned subsidiary of Ukraine’s
state owned enterprises?’ but a concern through which foreign investors, many of
whom have a stake in the outcome of the Ukraine war, control the extraction of
Ukraine’s raw materials. Without access to the Pokrovsk coal mine, Ukraine’s
mostly centuries old blast furnaces won’t fire. Ukraine, which relied upon access to
its own stores of coal before Russian backed separatists declared control over more
than 80% of Ukraine’s coal deposits in the Donbas, would be forced to import coal,
which would cost much more than its own coal. The loss of Pokrovsk and its coke
factory for Ukraine’s coal meant the Ukraine would be transformed from an
exporter to an importer of coal.

Well before the south eastern Donetsk cities fell, Russia began to benefit
from its control over the resources in the Donbas. It began to extract coal from the
Donbas for sale on the world market right after the full-scale invasion. According
to statistics published on Russia’s exports of Donbas coal to Turkey in 2023,
Russia earned 14.3 million dollars in coal exports. The statistics state that from
February, 2023 through the end of the year, Russia exported to Turkey around 160,
400 tonnes from the Donetsk and Luhansk’s People’s Republics. The statistics
indicated that Turkey?® purchased more than 95% of Russia’s exported Donbas

26 “Jlunamika mo3utuBHa. CEO MeTtinBecTy PHyKeHKOB — TIIPO 1HBECTHIIIT y Ta30BY T€HEpaIlito
OyniBHULTBO 3aBOy B ITamii pusuku Brpat [IoKpoBChKa 1 KpU3y Ha CBITOBOMY METalypriiHOMY
PHHKY sIKa HaCyBa€ThCs BIIIKE IHTEpB 10~ Forbes, September 11th, 2024

27 Even in 1914, ITaBnoBuu remarked: “Hakanyne BoiiHbl B 1914 1. 13 3, 600 KOKCOBBIX meueii B
KaMEHHOYTOJBHBIX Korsix Jlonbaca ¢ mpousBoacTBoM B 175 MIIUITHOHOB TynoB, 3,150 meueii ¢
MIPOM3BOACTBOM B 153 MUIIIIMOHA MyJJ0B KOKCa MPUHAJICKAIN aKIIMOHEPHBIM KOMITAHUSIM C
HCKIIIOUYUTEIbHO MHOCTpaHHBIM Karutaniom.” (ITasnoBuy, 1920: pg. 10)

28 “Turkey, a major coal consumer and importer, is bucking the global trend by increasing coal’s
share in electricity generation. It produced 31.5 million megawatt hours (kWh) of electricity
from imported coal in the first half of this year, up by a quarter from the same period of 2022,”
according to the following article: “Coal from Russian annexed Ukraine sold in NATO member
Turkey,” Reuters, September 19th, 2023
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coal. What is significant is the way Russia transported the coal. One portion
passed through Rostov-on-Don, another through Novorossiysk, both of which are
connected to the Donbas by rail.2 It is unclear how much Russia has exported
from Ukraine in 2024 but as early as January, the head of the Luhansk’s customs
announced the extraction of Luhansk’s coal for export to Turkey, 30 continuing the
trend from last year.

Alongside exports to Turkey, Russia intends to export Donbas coal to more
than one of its neighbors on the Eurasian continent. Announcements at the end of
September, 2023, note that Russia intends to export Donbas coal to Iran, India, and
China.3! Although there is no indication as to the actual means of transport for
exports to these countries, one can only guess that the most likely mode of
transport will be on rail according to the North-South Transit Corridor. According
to an article published in Russia, the company announced that most likely routes
for export would be Rostov-on-Don or on rail through Azerbaijan and Iran.32
Within half a year the company, Jonckuit Yrous, expects to extract to 3.5 million
tonnes; within a year, the company expects to extract 5 million tonnes. With these
amounts of extracted coal, the only economically viable model is export by rail.

Given the tonnage, the existing export sales, and the customers Russia’s
extracted Donbas coal services, Russia’s interest in the sub-Surovikin railway is far
more than for logistics in the Ukraine war. The sub-Surovikin railway is intended
to facilitate the generation of revenues from the sale of Donbas coal along the
North-South Transport Corridor. Ukraine, on the other hand, lost more than 11.9
trillion worth of coal deposits; and, in the meantime, began to buy rather than sell
coal.

29 “Typuus ummopTupyeT u3 Poccuu yrosb, 700BITHIN HA BDEMEHHO OKKYITHPOBAaHHBIX
YKPaUHCKUX TEPPUTOPUSX, IkoHomuueckas [lpasoa, 19.09.2023

30 “I'maBa Jlyrancko#t Tamoxxau: Yrons u3 JIHP unet na sxcniopt B Typuuto,” FOxnas Conyx0b1
Hosocreii, 01.24.2024

31 “PoccHst MPUTOTOBUIIACH DKCIIOPTHPOBATH YTOJIb M3 OKKynupoBaHHoOro /loHOacca B Kuraid,
WNunuro, u Upan,” The Moscow Times, 30.09.2024:

32 “Apennarop waxt JIHP nauner sxcnopt ymist uepes Mapuynons,” PHK, 30.10.2024
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Deposits of Minerals

Using a tally from Ukrainian industry, the Washington Post reported that
Russia has seized 41 coal fields, 27 natural gas sites, 14 propane sites, nine oil
fields, six iron ore deposits, as well as several sites for titanium, zirconium,
strontium, lithium, uranium, and gold, where titanium is one of the most important
of these metals for the defense industry. According to the same report’s review of
more than 2,209 deposits in Ukraine, Moscow controls 63% of Ukraine's coal, 11%
of its oil, 20% of its natural gas, 42% of its metals, and 33% of its rare earths,
including key minerals like lithium.

In terms of lithium, whose significance for the global transition from
hydrocarbons such as coal to clean burning, fuel efficient, energy saving electric
vehicles, the outcome on the battlefield clearly indicates that to the victor go the
spoils. According to a map in a German analysis called “Karte 2: Ukrainishe
Vorkommen an kritischen Rohstoffen,” Russia controls three out of nine of the
Lithiumvorkommen in Ukraine, two the of most well known are in the Donetsk
region. Controlled by Russian separatists as early as 2017,33 “zwei der bekannten
Lithiumvorkommen (Kruta Balla in der Oblast Saporischschja und Schewtschenko
in der Oblast Donezk) in von Russland besetzten Gebieten in der Ostukraine.”34

These Lithiumvorkommen represent a lost opportunity for the U.S-led NATO
alliance’s partners, whose donations from the margins of their respective defense
budgets, funded the country’s ‘defense.’ In the United States, for instance, the
country’s strategy for supplies of critical minerals isolates lithium as one of its key
targets. Pursuant to Executive Order 13817 of December 20, 2017, “A Federal
Strategy to Ensure Secure and Reliable Supplies of Critical Minerals,” the
Secretary of the Interior on February 16, 2018, presented a draft list of 35 mineral
commodities deemed critical under the definition provided in the Executive Order,
of which lithium is one of the most coveted.

33 “Y cem Kpyra banka uepe3 o0ctpin mocrpaxnanu uuBiibHi,” BBC News Vipaina.
18.05.2017

34 “Analyse: Die Rohstoffe der Ukraine und ihre strategische Bedeutung,” Bundeszentrale fiir
politische Bildung, 15.03.2024
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Breadbasket

Considered to be Europe’s breadbasket, “Ukraine supplied 12 percent of
global wheat, 16 percent of all corn, 18 percent of all barley, and almost half of the
world’s supply of sunflower seed and safflower oil—with all agricultural exports
totally almost $28 billion in 2021.35

Prior to the beginning of Russia’s full-scale in Ukraine, Ukraine ranked
among the world’s top five grain exporters; it regularly dispatched more than two-
thirds of its crops, the majority of which Ukraine shipped on the Black Sea. The
full-scale invasion all but halted shipments from ports such as those in Odesa.
While Ukraine managed to hammer away at Russia’s Black Sea Fleet, destroying
more than 22 ships with naval kamikaze drones3¢ over the course of the war,
Ukraine’s naval victories did not completely ameliorate its situation on the Black
Sea. “To further reduce the Russian threat,” which continued to dominate,
“[Ukraine’s] ships [had to] hug the coast to stick to the waters of Romania,
Bulgaria, and Turkey, all members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.”
37With the closure of all or most of the Black Sea, Ukraine’s exports began to
dwindle.

One of the consequences of the struggle for the Black Sea after the battle of
Bakhmut-Artemovsk became RUS’ substitution its own grain for Ukraine’s. In at
least one of the statistics following the imposition of a blockade after Russia’s
suspension of the grain deal, Russia increased its share of exports in grain to

35 “Russia’s Resource Grab in Ukraine,” Foreign Policy, April 28th, 2022
36 “Ukraine’s naval drones are taking over the Black Sea,” Kyiv Independent, June 13th, 2024

37 “Naval Victories Reopen Ukraine Export Route,” WSJ, March 17th, 2024 ; Ukraine’s battle to
regain control over the Black Sea after Russia’s full-scale invasion is the most complicated
aspect of the Ukraine war to analyze. In contrast to localized Russian ground or air superiority,
the battle over the Black Sea, fraught with an intriguing myriad of variables and factors, is far
harder to evaluate than the fall of a village or the destruction of Shahed 131/136 drones by
Ukraine’s anti-air defense systems, glide bombs, or otherwise. It requires a separate analysis.
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Egypt, one of its key trading partners3? in the Maghreb,3° to more than 80% of all
of its market share, all but eliminating Ukraine as a competitor. Russia’s
relationship with Egypt, which compelled As-Sisi to refuse the sale of its Russian
weapons to America for Ukraine,*0 is one of the closest in the Maghreb. Against
the backdrop of the grain war and in the shadow of the fall of Bakhmut-
Artemovsk, for instance, Egypt became one of the first countries to declare openly
the end of trade in the dollar, indicating its step away from the West towards
Eurasia.

With Russia able to successfully perform input substitution against one of
Ukraine’s primary customers for grain, the partially reopened grain corridor as it
related to Egypt offered only a diminished significance for Ukraine. Ukraine’s own
newspaper, The Kyiv Independent, for instance, published an article, detailing how
“Ukraine’s wheat exports in the marketing year 2024-2025 are expected to amount
to 13 million metric tons, the lowest figure in the past decade, the U.S. Agriculture
Department said in its June report.”4!

Oil & Gas

Home to the “second-largest natural gas deposits in Europe after Russia—
1.1 trillion cubic meters of proven reserves” with up to 5.4 trillion cubic meters, if
probable deposits are included, the loss of Ukraine’s strategic gas deposits, the
majority of which are in or around Crimea’s Black Sea region,*? deepens the
similarity Ukraine’s losses bear to Germany’s Alsace-Lorraine.

38 Y0 oV VoYY ¢ paluall ¢/ Y );.ug_a)sﬁ)‘mc.q L Hlad sl g

39 “Adprka pe3Ko CHH3WIA UCTIOIB30BaHHUE PyOJisi B pacyeTax 3a skcnopT u3 Poccuu: st
OTUIAThI IOCTABOK B HIOJIE CTAJIM Yallle UCIIONIb30BaThes roanu U pynuu,” PHK, 20 CeHtsa0ps,
2023. ; “Poccust cTana nmocTaBisiTh 0oJbIle TOBApOB B AQpuUKy, yeM B 00e AMepukn: KakoBbl
MePCIEKTUBBI pacIIMpeHust dkcriopTa Ha Apukanckuii kontuHeHT,” PBK, 19 Anpens, 2024

40 Egypt Resists U.S. Calls to Arm Ukraine, Wall Street Journal, August 12-13th, 2023

41 “Ukraine’s wheat exports to drop to 10-year low, US Agriculture Department says,” Kyiv
Independent, June 13th, 2024

42 “Deutlich wird der Schwerpunkt der Kohle im Donbas; fiir Erdgas sind die Krim und das
angrenzende Schwarze Meer wichtige Regionen.” ; “Analyse: Die Rohstoffe der Ukraine und
ihre strategische Bedeutung,” Bundeszentrale fiir politische Bildung, 15.03.2024
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Based on a report by the Washington Post reviewing more than 2,209
deposits in Ukraine, Moscow controls 63% of Ukraine's coal, 11% of its oil, 20%
of its natural gas. In an expansion of Russia’s control over the Black Sea following
Surovikin’s maneuver to draw Ukrainians from the south in Kherson to the north in
Bakhmut-Artemovsk, Russia managed to assert control over an estimated “80
percent of Ukraine’s massive offshore hydrocarbon deposits, including 37 billion
cubic meters of natural gas.”*3

The Donbas : The End of the Ukraine War

The military maps pro-NATO OSINT bloggers, members of the Ukrainian
GUR, pseudonyms with security clearances, or freelance military analysts, who are
obsessed with the reclamation of Ukrainian territory, charting its losses through
Russia’s expansion of control over over the Donbas, have proceeded empirically to
equate one lost unit of territory to another without paying any attention to the
differences inherent in the unit’s actual geography or geology.

Russia’s assessed control over Ukraine’s raw materials—at 80% or higher
for certain minerals even well before its full-scale invasion on February 24th, 2022
—undermines any claim of victory for Ukraine in a war of attrition, especially with
Ukraine’s inability to restore maneuver. In nearly 20 to 40 different assessments
based on the depletion of Russia’s arsenal of Soviet era arsenal,* the product of

43 “Russia’s Resource Grab in Ukraine,” Foreign Policy, April 28th, 2022

44 “Vladimir Putin is running Russia’s economy dangerously hot,” The Economist, December
10th, 2023 ; “Russia’s vast stocks of Soviet era weaponry are running out,” The Economist, July
16th, 2024 ; “To Keep Down Losses And Prolong the War, Russia Is Holding Back Its Tanks—
And Sending Infantry To Attack Alone,” Forbes, December 20th, 2023 ; “Killing Russians By
The Truckload Around Avdiivka, Ukraine’s M-2 Fighting Vehicles Are Showing How Russia
Loses—And Ukraine Wins,” Forbes, December 30th, 2023 ; “Russia Might Be Running Out of
Tanks,” Forbes, January 10th, 2024 ; “Making Attrition Work: A Viable Theory of Victory for
Ukraine,” /1SS, February 9th, 2024 ; “Russia ‘struggling with supply of weapons and
ammunition’ for Ukraine war —Western officials,” BBC, February 21st, 2024 ; “The Clock Is
Ticking: Russia Has A One-Year Reserve Of Weapons,” Forbes, April 15th, 2024 ; “Military
Briefing: Russia’s narrowing advantage in Ukraine,” Financial Times, April 25, 2024 ; “Russia
runs out of Soviet-era tanks and artillery,” Ukrainska Pravda, July 17th, 2024 ; “Looming Soviet
Stock Shortage Could Hamper Russia’s Offensive: Report,” Newsweek, July 18th, 2024 ;
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“the largest weapons industry in the world,”45 in equipment, armor, or tanks, rising
recruitment bonuses, or the unprecedented rise in Russia’s defense budget, few, if
any at all, ever figure into the equation the power Russia’s control over the Donbas
wields for its future. Without mentioning steel, gas, or oil, no more than one tenth
of Russia’s control over Ukraine’s coal deposits alone are sufficient to cover its
losses from the war. One tenth of Russia’s assessed control over Ukraine’s coal
deposits is equivalent to no less than $1.2 trillion dollars.4¢ These figures confirm
what leading military experts, analysts, or commentators have stated without any
reference to the real numbers. A Hebrew commentator, for instance, noted long ago
how the Russian economy has not suffered as a result of the Ukraine war: nnnoni
NPOINA 723722 "Mynwn YD K2 TIRIPIRD.47

While many have claimed that in a negotiated settlement for peace
Ukrainian territorial concessions would deny Russia strategic victory, the net worth
of these territories is so high that one cannot but claim their loss as an undeniable
basis for Ukraine’s defeat. Russia’s acquisition of Ukraine’s lost Donbas therefore
signifies the end of the Ukraine war but the great power struggle over the
Bagdadbahn continues. Whilst Russia’s position on the Grand Chessboard
improved, while U.S.-led NATO’s position, at least with respect to Ukraine,
worsened, hegemony over a Bagdadbahn remains as contested as its actual route.

45 “The Soviet Weapons Industry,” CIA, September 1986 ; It is important to remember that the
Russian Federation inherited this industry in its entirety. In resource allocation, weapons
development, production, its industrial base, and in its administration, the majority of whose
sectors the Russian Federation revived at the turn of the millennia with reviews published in
Boenno-Ilpomwviunennsiii Kypovep, the Russian Federation preserved, more or less, throughout its
transition to a market economy during the 1990s. In some cases, sectors of Russia’s defense
industrial base have a nearly 300 year old history (i.e., Borkunckwuii 3aBon).

46 “In the Ukraine war, a battle for the nation’s mineral and energy wealth,” Washington Post,
August 10th, 2022
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