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On February 16th, 2024, the
Wall Street Journal reported in
its Saturday morning newspaper

that “[outgunned] Ukrainian 2.

forces have withdrawn from the
beleaguered eastern city of
Avdiivka.” The former eastern
Ukrainian city, Avdiivka,
suddenly became Avdeevka, a
Russian controlled territory in a
wide belt of contested areas
spanning the width of a series of
battles for ultimate control over

Area
shown

the geopolitically significant
Kharkov direction.

It signified the single most
important advance for Russia,
since the fall of Bakhmut-
Artemovsk in May, 2023.[1] It
also signified the single most
important development for the
overall war, since Russia’s
expansion of its initial invasion
on February 24th, 2022.
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In the month following the fall
of Avdiivka, Russian forces
advanced well beyond the lines
existing before the fall of
Avdiivka. These are all in or
towards the Kharkov direction.

2]

The Kharkov direction, whose
history as a centre for the
manufacture of Soviet tanks pre-
dates the outbreak of World War
I1, stands as a gateway for
advancing in either direction in
Ukraine. In the east the road to
Moscow is paved through
Kharkov, in the west to Kiev.

Vovchansk: The Aggregate Plant

5.

During the past week,
Ukrainians launched a
counteroffensive in the
southeastern section of the
Vovchansk side of the Kharkiv
offensive directed primarily at
the Aggregate Plant located to
the east of territory confined by
the Vovcha river in the west
before the highway T2108. The
Aggregate Plant, which is
located to the west of highway
T2108.

At a certain point, the
Ukrainians caught the Russians
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by surprise after launching a
lightning assault on the
Aggregate Plant.

The battle for the Aggregate
Plant provided for a short lived
media sensation. A few of the
articles published on the struggle
to take control of the plant. The
Guardian, for instance,
published an article, relaying
how “Russian soldier says army
suffering heavy losses in
Kharkiv offensive.” The
American news agency, Forbes,
published two articles on the
battle. The first became: “Trying
and failing to cross a river in
Vovchansk, 400 Russian troops
got cut off. Now they’re
surrendering.” Another became:
“Hundreds of Russian troops are
cut off in a Vovchansk chemical
plant as Ukrainian glide bombs
rain down.” These articles
suggested that Russian armed
forces would lose the battle over
the plant.

The battle ended shortly. Within
less than a week, pro-Ukrainian
war cartographers returned
territory to the Russians. In a
video by the 5-Tbrit
Pelimxepckuit, for instance, the

author published to Twitter, read
the following: “caaill il
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comrenek.” In the days that
followed, Russian dropped its
first ever FAB-3000. The
FAB-3000 contains 1387
kilograms of explosives.

Lipsti

9. It appears according to the latest

Russian reports that extremely

confirmed the results of Russia’s
Kharkiv offensive. It claimed
that “Since the fall, Russia has
had the upper hand on the
battlefield, allowing it to launch
assaults on different parts of the
more than 600-mile front line to
probe and break through
Ukrainian defenses.”

active battles are occurring in 11. It specified: “Most recently, it
the region of Lipsti. “Ha has opened a new front in
XapbKOBCKOM HaIpaBJIE€HUH T10- Ukraine’s northeast, near
MpeXXKHEMY UJIYT aKTUBHBIC OOM. Kharkiv, quickly capturing
Hawnbonee oxxecToueHHbIS several settlements and forcing
00€CTOILKHOBEHHES ceiyac B the Ukrainian army to redeploy
BonpuaHcke u B paiioHe units there from other battlefield
JIunmes.” The report from hotspots.” [Ukraine] - [“Russia
Russia’s Poccuiickoe Hits Southeast and North, Kyiv
Hngopmayuonnoe Acenmcmeo, Says,” NYT, May 20th, 2024]
continues: “IIpoTuBHUK

HNOJTSAHYJ PEUBEPHI U MBITAETCA 12. Ukraine’s decision to redeploy
KOHTPATaKoOBaTh, HO Ukrainian troops from southern
CTaJIKUBAETCS C )KECTKUM to northern hotspots in particular
OTBETOM Hammmx BoopykeHHbIX underscores the effect of

cui.” The Russian report on Russia’s Kharkiv offensive.
Alexander Syrsky’s assessment

did not contain details on the 13. On May 30th, 2024, the Institute

outcome.

for the Study of War, published a
tweet, claiming that “[senior]

The Kharkiv Offensive as a
‘Shaping Operation’

Ukrainian military officials
reported that Russian forces are
transferring forces to northern
Kharkiv Oblast from other
sectors of the frontline,
indicating that the Russian

10. The first through the last of three
waves in the Kharkiv offensive
1s a shaping operation.[] The
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16.

military continues to prioritize
efforts to draw and fix Ukrainian
forces in northern Kharkiv.”

The ISW’s report confirms the
author’s analysis that the
Kharkiv offensive—at the
current stage—is a shaping
operation designed to draw UKR
from the “pearl” in the Crown to
the Donbas ‘mscopyOxka,’” where
RUS is most easily supplied,
fortified, or supported by
reserves closest to the Russian
borderlands.

The most recent advance on the
SUMY side of the Kharkiv
offensive is a second wave.
Russian armed forces, for
instance, seized Ryzhivka on
June 10th, 2024. [] - [“Kharkov
Battles: On the Fall of
Ryzhivka,” LeftOpposition, June
10th, 2024] 1s the second wave.

During the month of May,
Ukraine struck a record number
of attacks on Russia’s artillery
systems. [] - [“Defense Ministry:
Ukraine destroys record number
of Russian artillery systems,”
Kyiv Independent, June 2nd,
2024] These strikes, however,
have not resulted in a situation in
which Russia deployed more of
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its anti-air defenses south than
north.

On the Military Purge

17.

18.

The WSWS is the only news
agency to come close to an
understanding of the elements of
Putin’s military purge that form
a policy starting from the
beginning of the war in Ukraine.
Clara Weiss, one of the most
intelligent writers at the WSWS,
published an article entitled:
“Putin launches purge of
military.” Weiss’ resolution
entitled “The economic and
geostrategic significance of the
Black Sea region and the
imperialist proxy war against
Russia in Ukraine,” for instance,
1s one the absolutely best pieces
of writing on the WSWS.

Clara Weiss’s article on Russia’s
military purge, however, focuses
almost exclusively on the most
recent purges. In contrast to the
Weiss’ article, the Hebrew daily,
77737 2°n touched on many of the
purges from the beginning of the
war when Russia’s army
suffered irreversible losses in
territory, armor or manpower.
Given the historical depth of
these 1rreversible losses, there is
no doubt that the FSB’s decision
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to deepen its penetration into the
Russian general staff stemmed
not only from concerns over
disagreements (which is
discussed below) but from an
emerging crisis with multiple
aspects. One aspect of the
rapidly evolving crisis is the
territorial stalemate.

Territorial Stalemate

19.

20.

It stands to mention that Russia’s
most recent advances in the
eastern Donbas are for naught
but the reclamation of territory
Russia lost in the initial phases
of the Ukraine war. At the level
of territory, the Ukraine war is a
negative territorial stalemate for
Ukraine. Ukraine, for instance,
1s failing to defend its
reclamation of territory from the
initial phases of the war. It is a
positive territorial stalemate for
Russia.

A careful examination of the
most recent depiction of
Ukraine’s territory indicate that
Russia seeks to advance on so-
called ‘green’ areas. In a
diagram from an article entitled
“Western intelligence agencies
suggest Ukraine will face ‘large
territorial losses’ this year,” an
unconscious confirmation of
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Russia’s reclamation of the
‘green’ areas is visible.[] -
[“Western intelligence agencies
suggest Ukraine will face ‘large
territorial losses’ this year,” May
25th, 2024] If one, for instance,
recalls the territory on the left
bank of the Dnipro for the
Kherson region, the entire
territory to the left bank of the
river is a ‘green’ area, many
Ukrainian propagandist claim as
a ‘liberation.” Although the
Russians withdrew from the left
bank, the territory is,
nonetheless, an Ukrainian
reclamation. In the Kharkiv
region, for instance, the area the
Ukrainians control is a ‘green’
area. The three sides of the
Kharkiv offensive—Vovchansk,
Liptsi, Sumy—Russia launched
on May 9th, 2024 cannot be
described as anything but an
attempt to reclaim the territory
lost in 2022. Another diagram by
the Bild, a German news agency
following developments in the
war closely, depicts reclaimed
Ukrainian territory in green but
calls those areas ‘befreit’ (i.e.,
liberated). Russia’s advances in
the eastern Donbas are focused
almost exclusively on the
reclamation of the so-called
‘befreit’ areas in green. The
Kharkiv area, which is currently
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the site of Russia’s Kharkiv
offensive, is one of these areas in
green. It stands to mention that
Kharkiv initially fell to Russia
[232917] before Ukraine
ultimately reclaimed the territory
in “a lightning offensive in
September 2022.”[35p98n], [4]
In addition, the fall of Izyum,
which is one of the territories in
the green area, represented a
catastrophic defeat for the
Russians in 2022.

The most recent purges,
therefore, take place within the
context of a positive territorial
stalemate for Russia that is only
positive in so much as Russia,
rather than Ukraine, is
advancing on ‘green’ areas. If
Ukraine, rather than Russia,
were advancing on ‘red’ areas,
then the territorial stalemate
would be negative for Russia.
The Russian general staft’s
saving grace is its subversion of
its Ukraine’s offense into
defense. If a negative territorial
stalemate arose for Russia, the
political consequences could be
extremely far-reaching.

In a confirmation of the fallout
over the territorial stalemate, the
Ukrainian daily, Kyiv
Independent, speculated that
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Putin’s decision to sack Shoigu
is a belated retaliation for his
failure to successfully retain the
advances the Russian armed
forces achieved in the initial
phases of the full-scale invasion.
The WSWS article makes
absolutely no mention of
anything from the Kyiv
Independent, Ukraine’s premier
venue for the analysis of the war
from NATQO’s perspective. The
article, entitled, “New Defense
Minister Belousov to put
Russia’s economy on war
footing,” 1s misleading. []-
[“New Defense Minister
Belousov to put Russia’s
economy on war footing,” Kyiv
Independent, May 18th, 2024]
While the title of the article
speaks more to Belousov’s
appointment than Shoigu’s
removal, the tweet the Kyiv
Independent published to
promote the article on social
media contained a key summary
related to Belousov’s
predecessor. It stated: “Putin’s
decision to replace Shoigu could
be his delayed reaction to
Shoigu’s failures during the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine,
analysts say.” The article does
not appear to break down the
aspects of the initial phases of
the full-scale invasion. Hebrew
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language commentators, for
instance, speculated that Kyiv
would fall within 72 hours.[] - []
It 1s unclear from the article
whether by ‘Shoigu’s failures’
the article means the invasion
itself or its immediate aftermath.
While the fact that Russia
invaded earlier rather than later
prevented NATO from being
able to handle a situation like the
one with artillery[] - [34] —
[“Kharkov Battles: On the Eve
of the Last Fall of Kharkov,”
LeftOpposition, April 10th,
2024], neither the invasion nor
its immediate aftermath fared
well. It could be that the article
means by “Shoigu’s failures”
both the invasion as well as its
immediate aftermath. By
“Shoigu’s failures” the author
could mean the generals Russia’s
armed forces lost. These “losses”
[28] could be the third [29],
fourth[30], sixth[31],
seventh[32], and tenth[33]
general to be assassinated.

Kyiv Independent’s analysis not
only confirms that the purge is
rooted in the earlier history of
the war but in the abysmal
performance the general staff of
the Russian armed forces
exhibited in the initial phases of
the war. There is evidence to
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support the 1dea that Russia’s
abysmal performance during the
full-scale invasion inspired Putin
to initiate a crackdown.

An example 1s Rosgvardia.
Rosgvardia, Moscow’s elite
guards unit, for instance suffered
historic losses after the invasion.
[1 - [-7°017 nvoan M wFSB
P00 A0 NR L,17.3 °7 01rn 0%y
2913 OTIRNIANT DT DY WK
QW NV DT 5w 2197723 1N
,18 vn ,apa7 pon ,ov T MM
2022]

Rosgvardia became one of the
first units to cross the border
from Belarus to Ukraine at the
start of Russia’s full-scale
invasion. Even though
Rosgvardia's historic losses were
not one-side, Russia’s Federal
Security Bureau, nonetheless,
nitiated a crackdown on the
immediate aftermath of the full-
scale invasion, arresting Russia’s
deputy chief of Rosgvardia,
General Roman Gavrilov. It 1s
widely reported that Rosgvardia,
one of the few Russian elite
guard’s units to suffer historic
losses, became one of the first
military units in the Russian
armed forces to reconstitute
fully. While the initial accusation
1s that Gavrilov leaked
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intelligence that led to severe
losses during battle, the excuse
seeks to conceal the fact that his
arrest is in response to the severe
losses the ‘leaked intelligence’
caused. The arrest is one of the
more significant arrests in the
initial phases of the war, since
Gavrilov’s arrest became the
first among the military leaders
for slow progress on the
battlefield.

Gavriolov’s arrest, however,
became only one among many in
the immediate aftermath of the
full-scale invasion, one of the
greatest disasters in the history
of the Russian army. In an article
published by the Hebrew news
agency, 127 PN, the authors
mention how the FSB eliminated
no less than eight generals
responsible for the planning,
acceptance or execution of the
full-scale invasion. [] - [11°2 7
V%D PPUID 7°010 R 027N
SWRI XYY 201 2V TNY
17197 NPT MW W 090K
-1FSB 2022 ,12 v ,7p27 2°n,]

Although the WSWS states that
the FSB only recently penetrated
Russia’s general staff, the
Hebrew language article
suggests that Putin initiated a
crackdown on the FSB with no
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less an effect than on Russia’s
general staff. The article states
that not only did Putin axe the
heads of departments in the FSB,
he did so in regards to the
Ukraine war. The article states in
Hebrew: “o»27yn 1172 273

7011 X1 00 12.3 nawa oo
02017 Q9713 71D WD PUID NI
NAN°2a MW DW 079X SWRI XN
N2JX2 072 0°WR0 NM2PY2,°)°151
JTIRIPING FRRPR2 Hpnl con”

Within the context of the general
staff’s abysmal performance,
there are multiple disagreements
over the Ukraine war. These
disagreements touch upon the
treatment of Russian troops (1.e.,
such as a request for furlough) to
such things as the military
objectives in campaigns. These
disagreements, one could argue,
span the width within the
common terminology for
planning military objects, falling
within the three levels (i.e.,
strategic, operational, or tactic).
Major General Ivan Popov, the
commander of Russia’s 58th
Combined Arms Army, for
instance, criticized “the way the
heads of the Ministry of
Defense” lead the war.[]

[°017 R2X MDY 7p5i7 °011 752 s
MWK 712 T DY NPT AN PRI
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Black Sea

29. The WSWS article does not
mention the fact that Russia
sacked its admiral for the Black
Sea Fleet for his abysmal
performance in response to
Ukraine's novel strategy on the
water. On April 2nd, 2024, Putin
signed a decree to appoint
Admiral Moiseyev as the Navy
commander-in-chief. While the
struggle over the Black Sea is a
battle that continues today, the
previous admiral, Sokoloff,
failed to adapt the Black Sea
Fleet to Ukraine’s navy less
strategy with fast evolving naval
kamikaze drones, long range
strike from Multiple Launch
Rocket Systems, missiles, or
drones. Moiseyev’s appointment
appears to be the application a
deliberate corrective to the
admiralty of the Black Sea fleet.
The decision to appoint a new
admiral to the Black Sea Fleet,
therefore, stands in contrast to
the appointments related to the
purge, the majority of which
appear to be motivated less by a
military decision than politics.

30. Despite the fact that Weiss 1s an

expert on the geostrategic
significance of the Black Sea
region, Weiss makes no mention
of Moiseyev’s appointment. It is
likely due to the nuanced
complexities of its geostrategic
significance that she makes no
mention of the Black Sea region.
The grain corridor, about which
both the Kyiv Independent [] -
[“Ukraine’s wheat exports drop
to 10-year low, US Agriculture
Department says,” Kyiv
Independent, June 13th, 2024]
as well as the New York Times []
[“Ukraine’s Seaborne Grain
Exports Bounce Back to Near
Prewar Levels,” New York
Times, May 12th, 2024], wrote
seemingly contradictory articles
1s one of the more complex
aspects of the battle’s outcome,
especially given the fact that
Russia’s projection of power on
the Black Sea resulted in a
reduction of Ukraine’s revenues
for exports on a per country
basis. Egypt, for instance,
became the subject of strategic
external input substitution,
importing Russian rather than
Ukrainian grain, one of the more
geopolitical consequences of the
grain corridor. Russia imported
more than 80% in grain to

Egypt.
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Surovikin

31. The most unique victim of the
military purge is General Sergey
Surovikin. Surovikin, who 1s not
only one of Russia’s foremost
military experts, is the only
general to implement a solid
strategy throughout the entire
Ukrainian war. Surovikin, who
witnessed the catastrophic
setbacks the military planners
amassed in the initial invasion,
saved the Russian armed forces
from certain defeat through his
presentation of a report to
Sergey Shoigu during the month
of November in 2022. In his
report, Surovikin established 1)
a requirement to withdraw from
the left bank of the Dnipro in
Kherson (i.e., trading space for
time), 2) utilize the Dnipro as a
natural land barrier to ensure
Ukraine’s armed forces could
not advance rapidly from south
eastern Donetsk onto Crimea, 3)
shaping their offensive towards
the north, 4) for the sake of a
‘meat-grinder’ in the city of
Bakhmut-Artemovsk, 5) the
battle over which he accurately
predicted would serve as a
catalyst for the time required to
build fortifications (i.e.,
Surovikin lines) before 6) the

32.

33.

construction of a railway
connecting Sevastopol to
Rostov. Surovikin’s role in the
war 1s the most Russian.
Surovikin’s strategy is the most
Russified strategy any one of the
generals have ever implemented.

Although Surovikin’s strategy
saved the Russian armed forces
from the defeats at Kharkiv or
[zyum, Surovikin lost his
position in the Ministry of
Defense. It is likely that
Surovikin lost his position due to
his overwhelming popularity
within the Ministry of Defense.
Surovikin’s assignment to a less
pivotal role for the Ukraine war
in Ministry of Defense is to
ensure that his overwhelming
popularity may not provide a
basis for politics, despite his role
in the Ukraine war.

Surovikin’s reassignment,
however, points to an ever
widening phenomenon among
the members of Russia’s ruling
elites in the midst of a territorial
stalemate. The Russian ruling
elite is beginning to suffer. The
reassignment of generals like
Surovikin are the result of a
profound crisis within the circles
of Putin’s ruling elite.
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The assignment of Belousov,
whom members of the general
staff lecture on the deployment
of glide bombs, is strikingly
uncomfortable to watch. Anyone
with even a slight military
background cannot be but
startled by its simplicity. The
general staff lectures the chief of
the Ministry of Defense. It is
classic. It reminds one of the
Napoleon era.

In contrast with the high quality
of the Russian soldier, the
officers were universally
regarded as the worst in Europe.
A recurrent theme since before
the days of Peter the Great, one
did not have to look hard for
examples of extreme
incompetence in the Russian
general staff. During the
Napoleon era, General Markov,
for instance, was removed from
his command when he proved
incapable of distinguishing roads
from rivers on a map. General
Lasey, Supreme Commander,
liked to take naps during
meetings in which his
subordinates would make
influential decision for military.
It is within the context of the
Napoleonic era that Belousov’s
receipt of lectures on Russian
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glide bombs receives its
significance.

It is clear that Belousov’s
appointment, far from an attempt
to return Russia to the roots of
the U.S.S.R., is a sign of an ever
deepening crisis within Russia’s
ruling elite. The longer the war
continues, the most pointed the
crisis becomes. If the war
continues, there is a likelihood
that Russia may have no choice
but mobilize the Russian
population. The partial
mobilization, a catastrophe that
caused more than 300,000
Russians to flee to Russia’s
southern border, brought the
crisis of the Ukraine war to a
fever pitch.

The latest trend in journalism is
to relate the current Russian
regime to the one in power
during World War 1. In
accordance with the latest trend,
one may like to mention that the
Czar Nicholas II did not abdicate
the Russian throne because of
protests in Petrograd. According
to one of the most esteemed,
least controversial, Russian
historiographers, the Czar
Nicholas II abdicated the
Russian throne because of his
patriotism. “When [the czar] was
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told by the generals that the
hostility towards him had
reached a such a pitch of
intensity that, for Russia to stay
in the war, he had to abdicate, he
abdicated. [The czar] took this
step out of pure patriotism.”
[The Three “Whys of the
Russian Revolution, Richard
Pipes, 1995, Vintage Books]

38. Richard Pipes, for instance,
writes: “It is a mistake to
attribute the February revolution
to fatigue with the war.” Pipes
claims the contrary is true.
“Russians wanted to pursue the
war more effectively, and they
felt that the existing government
was not capable of doing it, that
existing political structures were
in need of a major overhaul.”
Pipes explained how “[the] tsar,
of course, could have saved the
throne. All he had to do was to
sign a separate peace, exactly as
Lenin would do in 1918.”
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