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The ISW has repeatedly claimed
that Russia is tied at the hip with
Iran. However, there i1s little to
no evidence to support such a
claim. In Syria, Russia appears
to be increasingly ready to
minimize, sideline, distance, or
eliminate Iranian influence in the
country and there are a number
of examples, many of which
exist in Hebrew and Arabic,
where the Russians have sought
to ensure the execution of their
strategy for Syria above and
beyond Iran and its plan for the
country.

A less persuasive though
nonetheless noticeable
advancement shortly after
Russia successfully defended
Syria from internal strife
following its response to the
subversion of the Arab Spring is
the fact that Assad is actively
building relations with China, a
policy the Russians appear to be
advancing.

A consequence of Iran’s failure
to provide Syria with the
military support Assad required
prior to Russia’s arrival in 2015
and perhaps precipitating
Assad’s decision to go all in with
Russia over Iran is that Iran 1)
could not accomplish a military
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objective related to the Syrian
civil war, 2) could not provide
Syria with the ground troops,
attack vehicles, tanks,
helicopters, or air craft that
Assad required to repel
entrenched anti-Assad factions
or Sunni [slamic terrorists
organizations, and 3) could not
assist with security in the capital
of Damascus in the way that
Russia was able to. The
consortium of these aspects of
Iran’s performance as a military
in support of the Assad regime
necessarily degraded the image
of Iran as a protectorate,
elevated Russia’s ability to
continue to protect the Assad
regime, the capital and the
Syrian armed forces, and led to a
situation in which Iran could not
wield and was no longer in a
position to exert a dominating
influence over the embattled
Assad regime and protect its
political, religious Alawite or
military institutions.

Russia is not in a position to
concede power in Syria to Iran
in a way that would reverse the
overall outcome of the Syrian
civil war; Russia is interested in
a Syria that is not an Iranian
dominated protectorate, and
Russia 1s executing a strategy for
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Syria does not depend upon nor
require Iran or the Iranian
military to do anything but
follow suit and nothing in Iran’s
performance during the past
decade provide leverage to the
contrary.

It is thus incorrect and
unprecedented that the ISW
claims that the United States
‘cannot drive a wedge’ between
Russo-Iranian relations and there
is no such thing is an air tight
diplomatic relation, especially in
a globalized economy of
competing nation states and the
competition for a dominating
influence in Syria between
Russia and Iran is a clear
demonstration of this fact. The
ISW’s ahistorical analysis,
which leans on an understanding
of Russo-Iranian relations in
thea absence of an analysis of
the most significant benchmark
of diplomatic, societal, political,
or military contention in the past
decade thoroughly undermines
the claims their report makes.

Furthermore, the Russia relies
almost exclusively on the Assad
model as a diplomatic, political,
and historical model for
persuading African countries to
concede a dominating influence
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in their country and offer the
model as a guarantee that come
hell and high water, no nation
may overthrow African partner
government, as the Assad model
can be cited as proof to the
contrary. The Assad model
notably relies upon nothing at all
from Iran and is based almost
exclusively upon Iran’s
exclusion and is not mentioned
in any of the negations with
African countries as a way to
demonstrate the model’s
geopolitical sanctity.

Russo-Syrian Military Exercises

7. The activity of a robust, vibrant,

fully awakened military
partnership between countries is
participating in a military
exercise. In the military
exercises in Syria, as reported by
Russian or Syrian sources, Iran
plays no part.

The most recent military
exercise, which took place at a
major military base at Tartus on
April 23rd, 2024, focused almost
exclusively on Syrian forces
practicing an amphibious
landing on its own base with live
fire. [] - [wosm o e Ol
o) 8l (gaaly doaldl 3 pall wg )y

Bl ¢ onsha sl g
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«EYY.YY&] The Mi-8
helicopters Syria Arab Army
flew for landing on the ports
came to Syria’s Khmeimim
airbase after a Russian An-124
cargo carrier on February 29th,
2024. Although one of the first
of its kind for Tartus, the Russo-
Syrian military exercises in the
past such as the exercises under
the cover of darkness make no
mention of Iran.

Iran’s absence in major military
exercises at sea or on land stands
in sharp contrast with Russia’s
relationship to Iran in Syria.
Arabic sources document how
Russia 1s key to Iran’s effort to
build underground bunkers near
Syrian airports. These reports
mention how Russia plays an
important role in these as well as
many other infrastructure
projects under Iranian
development. Given Russia’s
undeniable engagement with
[ranian forces in Syria, Iran’s
absence in Russo-Syrian military
exercises begs the question.
What is Russia’s vision for Iran
in its overall strategy for Syria?

Syria’s Military

10. It 1s clear that Russia’s vision for

Syria’s military is focused on its
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influence to the exclusion of all
others. Iran, inter alia, is one of
these excluded influences.
Syria’s military, which has
undergone many changes from
the antebellum period on the eve
of the subverted ‘Arab Spring’ in
Syria to the present day. One of
the most recent changes in
Syria's military high command
highlights Russian influence.
The newspaper, 7p27 p°n, calls
“7:07 NN°va,” published an
article detailing the promotion of
a Russo-Syrian to command of
the SAA’s special forces. The
newspaper cited the promotion
as a reason to believe that
Russo-Iranian relations are
‘frozen” (i.e., “«xexin”).[] -

[‘;A LAl u\}sﬂ jasla «)A.'J\»

me 5 i CBlaw al (aayy L L) g
LB _yadiall Jaal pllyy 3 <8 Cabia ?4;-.’\,);\
s il (3,5 04.11.2024]

Described as the progenitor of
‘barrel bombs,’ a likely
precursor to the development of
Russia’s ‘glide bombs,’ or, as
they are described in Russian
YMIIK (i.e., “yHuBepcaabHbII
MOJYJISIMH TJTAHUPOBAHUS U
xoppekuun’), the ‘panther’ (i.e.,
“«_=il»”) represents a major
shift within the power dynamics
within the Assad regime’s SAA.
The Syrian Observatory for
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Human Rights made the
announcement regarding the
appointment without an official
notice posted on Syria's state-
owned news station, SANA. The
announcement of Major General
Suhail al-Hassan appointment to
the position of commander at the
head of Syria’s special forces in
Syria resulted in the immediate
replacement of an Iranian
influenced general, Brigadier
General Mudar Mohammed
Haidar, whom Iran considers to
be close to its regime. The
decision, as ‘7077 NNVE”
describes, comes as a
repudiation of Iran's influence
within the Syrian military.

A further indication of Russia's
influence in al-Hassan’s
appointment is that the
commander comes from the
Russian backed- 25th division,
an unit commanded by Major
General Salih Abdullah. The
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights described the al-Hassan
in the following manner: “

1S PN ISP P
e T Seall e lbaall 501 85l Jaal
sn LSy Ll Ly Tuayll s olia
LAl i Sl loami il 5l n peus]
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The description of al-Hassan is
significant not merely as
evidence for the exclusion of
Iranian influence. The
description is significant for its
emphasis on the Russo-Syrian
relations for the Ukraine war. It
appears that decision to promote
al-Hassan is related both to his
ingenuity with ‘barrel bombs’
together with his success with
the recruitment of Syrian
soldiers for participating in
Russia’s special military
operation.

Based on the similarity of the
Aleppo ‘barrel bombings’ to
Russia’s ‘glide bombs’ on the
eastern Donetsk front, al-Hassan
likely received his promotion
after recommending to Russia’s
Ministry of Defense that a way
to improve the ‘barrel bombs’
could be ‘glide kits.’ If so, al-
Hassan promotion may have
been predicated on his military
advice to Russia's MoD,
indicating that commanders
from SAA receive promotions
based on their support for
Moscow rather than Iran. The
announcement’s timing 1s
significant. It comes only ten
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days after Israel bombed a
‘consulate’ in Damascus,
resulting in the death of multiple
Iranian military leaders
responsible for Iranian
operations in Syria.

Shortly after the announcement
of al-Hassan’s promotion, one of
Russia's most detailed sources of
investigative journalism
published an article, declaring
the exit of Iranian military
elements from Syria. Citing the
Agence France-Press (AFP), the
article details how Iran began to
redeploy their forces from the
capital Damascus and the
southern border with Israel.[] -
[[Touemy Wpan Havas BBIBOJ
cBOMX BO€HHbIX U3 Cupuun. AFP
cooO1uia 06 yxoze
noapazaenenuss KCUP u3
Jlamacka u ¢ rora apadbckoi
pecnyonuku, PHK, 04.25.2024]
In an article published by Le
Journal de Montreéal, one of the
few French language dailies to
touch upon the subject,
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published an article outlining the
reasons for Iran's decision to
redeploy its forces from the
capital Damascus and the
southern border with Israel.[] -
[L’Iran a réduit sa présence
militaire en Syrie, Le Journal
Montréal, Avril 24, 2024] The
author states: “L’Iran, allié du
régime en Syrie, a fortement
réduit sa présence militaire dans
ce pays ou il est sous le coup de
frappes de plus en plus intense
imputées a Isra€l, ont indiqué
mercredi a I’AFP une source
porche du Hezbollah et une
ONG.”!

Iran’s decision to leave the
capital Damascus and the
southern border with Israel
occurs within a much wider
context. In 2022, 7p27 p°n,
commented on an article from
“*73707 NN°Yn” that analyzed a
request Russia made to pro-
[ranian militias in Syria.

I The author recommends, as a follow up, an article about Israel's raid on Damascus|[], as well as
one about a strike, resulting in the death of 42 Syrian soldiers. []

[1- [ Raid israélien sur Damas: onze morts dont sept Gardiens de la révolution iraniens, Le
Journal de Montréal, Avril 1st, 2024]

[1-[“Syrie: 42 soldats syriens et combattants du Hezbollah tués dans des frappes israéliennes, Le
Journal de Montréal, Mars 29, 2024]
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N30% NIPIRPR-11977 NPXH 70 MWNT
MTAYA 191 02 AN TR 27vRn
P27 220,710 27Yn2 1903
09.02.2022]

[TO DO] Find the article detailing
Iran's recent meeting with Iranian
OTIOTYCHUE

17. In contrast with Iran, Russia
occupies a position of strength in
Syria. Russia’s role in the
organization of military
exercises emphasizes its role in
the Syrian military. In a display
of solidarity with Syria’s
military, Russia recently
established a military base in the
Golan Heights. Iran has not.
Dubbed a Russo-Syrian
‘observation post,’ the base is
home to Russian special
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operations forces. It is not home
to Iranian special operation
forces. Joint Russo-Syrian
patrols along the Bravo line on
the Golan Heights is increasing.
Iran plays no part in these
patrols.

18. Russia guards Tartus, a port in
the Mediterranean. Iran does not.
Where Iranian influence is
expected to have prevailed,
Russia has. Russia’s position of
strength at these geopolitically
significant, key, historic
landmarks supersedes outside
influence, especially Iran.

Russo-Syrian Military Missions

19. Russo-Syrian ISR operations
continue missions to strike at
alleged terrorist groups
operating at large throughout the
north-western, north, and north-
eastern and eastern untamed
parts of war torn Syria. The
cities or regions targeted are
Aleppo, Badiya and Der-Izzor.
Other, lesser known, cities are
Manbij, Tall Rifat, and Al-Bab.
On March 2nd, 2024, for
instance, the Russian Center for
Peace (i.e., LlenTp mo
[Tpumupenuto) published a
notice, detailing results of a
Russo-Syrian strike. In the
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notice, the Russians note that the
strike by Russian armed forces
in the area of Qabsin, a village in
Aleppo's province, resulted in
the destruction of a training
camp for militants who
participated in shelling Syrian
government troops, killing more
than 25 alleged militants. The
notice, which contains no
reference to Iranian armed forces
or the IRGC, is a testament to
the fact that Russia's continued
projection of power in Syria
operates in the complete absence
of any reliance upon Iran or the
IRGC.

Since 2015 when IRGC
commander Qassam Suleyman,
in whose namesake Hamas
terrorist celebrated the creation
of aimless rockets responsible
for terrorizing Israeli fields
outside the Gaza Strip, begged
Russia to intervene on behalf of
Syria’s beleaguered Assad
regime, as the ISW noted [],
Russia has continued to magnify
the scope of its mandate over all
military relations with Syria’s
Assad regime rather than
augmenting the power of a
coalition with Iran. These
missions testify to the latest
stage in Russia’s magnification
of its scope.
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The ISW claims that since 2015
a Russo-Iranian coalition has
grown but the report cited the
research center cites contains no
reference to developments
within the Syrian Arab Army to
support its claim. It is likely that
the absence of a reference to
developments within the SAA is
designed to prevent policy
makers from being able to
differentiate Russia’s
relationship with Iran from its
relationship with Syria. The
identification of Russia with Iran
cannot be anything but a design
to induce policymakers to attack
Russian military installations in
Syria just like Iranian military
installations, despite the
profound differences in Russo-
Syrian, Russo-Iranian relations.

The Russo-Syrian missions are
designed to train the Syrian Arab
Army in long-range
reconnaissance, intelligence
gathering or targeting with a
myriad of drones. Specially
equipped with long-range First
Person View (henceforth FPV)
drones, the SAA under the
direction of Russian instructors,
the SAA is seeking to establish
air superiority over the untamed
parts of Syria. Iran is not a part
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of these missions. Together with
training in evacuating wounded
soldiers, artillery with iron sights
and maps, RPGs, ATGMs, RPO-
Shmel’ thermo-baric missiles,
BMP-21, anti-drone weaponry,
airborne or amphibious landings,
Russia’s influence encompasses
the most important functions of
the SAA. At the current stage in
the SAA’s development, Iran’s
influence is decisively
diminished, especially since Iran
lacks the matériel required to
train Syrian troops in the higher
levels of combined arms
warfare.

Russia’s emphasis on these
missions and military exercises
are to build a model the Russian
Federation may export to
countries in Africa where the
years long struggle for access to,
control over or exploitation of
raw materials is reaching an
entirely new phase in the advent
of the Sahel Corridor, one of the
consequences of Surovikin’s
well planned maneuver of
retreating from the right bank of
the Dnipro to induce Ukrainian
armed forces into the ‘meat-
grinder' at the battle of
Bakhmut-Artemovsk. The Sahel
Corridor, whose formation arises
from Russia's efforts to expel
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1solated Western interests,
concerns and concessions in the
African countries of Burkina
Faso, Mali, and Niger, represents
a large and qualitative difference
in the development of Russian
foreign relations.

It is clear from Russia’s most
recent decision to dispatch
military instructors to Niger
together with an S-300
Flugabwehr system that the
Russians are preparing to
execute on the Assad model in a
stepwise fashion, instructing
Niger troops in missions and
military exercises just like in
Syria. It is entirely reasonable to
suppose that these missions and
military exercises are scheduled
for other mineral rich countries
in the Sahel Corridor or for those
beginning to join. Sudan, to
whom Russia recently shipped
large amounts of diesel fuel, is
home to a Russian base where
the now-decommissioned
Wagner Private Military
Corporation previously operated.
[]- [“Wagner L’Histoire Secrete
des Mercenaires de Poutine,”
Les Arenes BD, 2024]

Russo-Israeli Relations in Syria
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Israel’s strikes against high-
ranking Iranian officials have
played into Russia’s strategy for
Iran. On April 17th, 2024,
NEXTA, an online tabloid
magazine with a strong social
media presence, published an
article detailing how Iran
withdrew IRGC officers from
Syria over fears of an impending
Israeli strike.[] - [“Iran is
withdrawing some IRGC
officers from Syria because of a
possible Israeli strike,” NEXTA,
April 17th, 2024] Based on the
fact that Israel struck Syria more
than 200 times last year, the
attempt to blame impending
Israeli strikes is undoubtedly a
smokescreen. Iran’s IRGC
simply have no progressive role
to play in Syria, let alone in
Russia’s strategy for the country.
Their presence invites further
attack from Israel.

Within the Western press an
effort to promote an extremist
version of Russian
‘rapprochement’ attempts to
identify Russia’s relations with
Iran as an attempt to advance
Iran’s Axis of Resistance. The
journal, Foreign Policy, a liberal
bourgeois research center for
promoting American
nationalism, published an article
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recently entitled: “Russia’s
Dangerous New Friends.” The
subtitle reads: “How Moscow Is
Partnering With the Axis of
Resistance.” While the article
covers the countries in the axis,
the article’s treatment of Syria is
superficial. A thorough
examination of Russia's
extension of its correlation of
forces throughout Syria appears
to recommend an entirely
different point of view.

Although the article mentions
that Russia joined a sanctions
regime against Iran in the 2010s,
the article makes reference to the
event without analysis. The
sanctions regime, as is stated in
the article, sought to target Iran’s
nuclear program. Russia’s
ambition at that time could not
have been anything but an
attempt to exploit Western
sanctions in favor of Russia’s
own nationalist goal for the
preservation of a preeminent
Rosatom at the expensive of its
Eurasian neighbors. A weak
[ranian nuclear program is a
favorable prospects for Russia’s
own diplomatic efforts to ensure
its Arab partners prefer Rosatom
over any or all alternatives,
including an Iranian proposal.
Russia is no less alarmed than
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the United States by an Iranian
proposal to Saudi Arabia. While
the Israeli based news agency,
77737 2°n, for instance, reported
that Iran sent shockwaves
throughout both Washington and
Jerusalem with its proposal to
assist Saudi Arabia, with whom
China is attempting to broker
relations, with its nuclear
ambitions. [5] - [ AWM YIYT
29V 7% IRTR DU
N*12IN7 MN°H2 NTY? NTIVON
,AP3T P°N ,N2MIN 170 AW MUY
06.10.2023] The author of that
article, however, makes no
mention of Russia’s history of
support for a sanctions regime
against Iran's nuclear program.

Russia's support for a sanctions
regime in the 2010s paralles its
close monitoring of Iran’s
uranium enrichment program.
The Russia News Informational
Agency, PUA, published a series
of articles, detailing the
trajectory of Iran's uranium
enrichment program. On May
Ist, 2021, PYA published an
article, detailing how Iran
enriched uranium to 20% at
Fordo, a nuclear site located in
Iran.[] - [Mpany ynanoch
oboratuth ypas a0 20% Ha
siIepHOM 00beKTe, PHA,
05.01.2021] Iran’s decision to
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enrich uranium to 20% follows
closely its announcement to
enrich uranium to 60%.[] -
[[TocTtnpen Poccun onieHu
pemenue Mpana oboramars
ypaH 10 60 nepuenToB, PHA,
04.13.2024] Within less than two
years, international observers, as
reported by P/A found in Iran
uranium, whose enrichment was
commensurate with uranium
enriched at 84% percent.[] -
[MexayHapomaHble HaOIOIaTeH
Hauu B Mpane ypan,
oOoraineHHbi 10 84
npoueHtoB, PHA, 02.19.2023]
Written on the eve of the second
anniversary of the Ukraine war,
the article mentions that 84% is
no less than 6% shy of the
amount of enrichment required
to create a nuclear weapon. It
states: “IloguepkuBaeTcs, 4TO
TaKasi KOHIICHTPAIHsI BCEro Ha
6% HMKe ypOBHS,
HEOOXOIMMOTr0 JIUIA CO3JTaHUS
sepHoro opyxus. Mpan panee
coobmair MAT'ATD, uTo ero
IEHTPUDYTH TTO3BOJISIOT
oboramate ypas 10 60%
roBopurcs B crarbe.” The article
cites Bloomberg. [] - [Iran’s
Uranium Enrichment Hits a New
High, Testing Diplomacy]
Russia's attention to Iran’s
enrichment capabilities and the
results of its enrichment program
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indicates that Russia, which
joined a coalition to forbid
further Iranian enrichment with
G7 countries, views the advent
of an Iranian nuclear weapon
with apprehension.

Alongside the shockwave caused
by Iran's proposal to Saudi
Arabia, Russia is predictably
cautious about Iranian ambitions
for Nigerien uranium. []

Entitled, “Niger Ends Anti-
Terror Pact with U.S. after
Accusation of Iran Uranium
Deal,” an article published by
Wall Street Journal on March
18th, 2024 indicates that
uranium rather than anything
else became a decisive factor for
the expulsion of Washington. It
1s likely for this reason alone
that Washington leaked the
information about Iran’s interest
in Nigerien uranium. Described
as a ‘strategic victory’ for
Russia, Niger’s expulsion is one
of the first African expulsions of
American interest on the
continent, underscoring the
significance of any mention of
uranium.[] - [“Russian troop
arrival spells end for US military
presence in Niger,” Financial
Times, April 25th, 2024] ; [] -
[“Eviction By Niger Derails U.S.
Plans,” Wall Street Journal,
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April 22nd, 2024] America’s
eviction from Niger follows
closely its expulsion from Chad.
[] - [Basiall b ¥4 s & ) g g
L) Gm il 8l (g < pial) an
) 8 Al (e Aalal)

vE YO Y YE] 5[] - [“Chad Is the
Kremlin’s Next Target in the
Sahel,” Critical Threats, April
18th, 20241 ; [] - [“U.S. to
Withdraw Troops From Chad,
Dealing Another Blow to Africa
Policy,” New York Times, April
25th, 2024]

Washington, who is aware of
Israel’s comprehensive African
intelligence, would prefer a
Russian over an Iranian
presence, given an inescapable
choice. Israel, for instance,
attacked the Khartoum missile
factory, a major airbase, in
Sudan, destroying Sudan’s
MiG-29 squadron, after Iran
sought a foothold there for
manufacturing Shebab and Fajar
missiles.[] -[“Israeli Jets Bomb
Sudan missile site in dry run for
Iran attack,” The Times, October
28th, 2012 Iran had sought to
transfer from the Khartoum base
there transferring weapon
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through the Sinai deserts? standing or interests in the

Bedouin tunnels [] to the Gaza Mideast or Africa.

Strip, as Iranian ships dock on

Red Sea ports in Somalia3 [], 32. Together with the airstrikes on

Sudan or other places. Should [ranian targets in Syria, Russia’s

Iran attempt to gain a foothold diplomacy in Syria favors Israel

on Nigerien uranium, a similar, over Iran in many ways. 1)

if not identical, attack would Russia, as Israeli sources

likely be executed. mention, refuses to respond to
Israeli airstrikes on Iranian

31. By way of the logic of power, targets. 2) The Russians, for

Russia’s interest in the instance, were first to give

preservation of a preeminent advanced fighter jets to Syria but

Rosatom at the expensive of its only for training. These fighter

Eurasian neighbors together with jets came to Syria before Russia

an attempt to monopolize access completed its delivery of Su-35

to, control over, or exploitation fighter jets to Iran.

of uranium, a rare earth mineral 33. [TODO]

critical to its atomic energy

programs, therefore precludes Russo-Turkic Relations in Syria

the country from an embrace

with Iran that might in any way [Cupwiickas Tpoiika: kak Poccus

challenge these two aspects of banancupyet Mexay Typuueii u

its own geopolitical power, Wpanowm, PHK, 04.03.2024]

2 R 1192P0 ,NPIRTIR-N1PIVODT NMAN2TT MNWA MIW1A ¥ap 77 NPT NPIXR 37 N17°0 awn
DOV 0°9°057 LTV 00270 MR TIT °2AVAR 1020 awnY L0100 AN DY 101 7RI INIR 7IP1700 10N
TIND AN IRY ANIK 127077 ,799RA1N YWY L,07IRTR L, 2710070 27770 RIDL CNNYY ,2%PN0N anwd Iy
.

[1- ["2nam ,7p27 o0 ,0009Wwn 5 738D 90 on 2°7°0 50 .a1Y% 7172 2°9°0 270 99 DOIRTR PRI DPNR
2012,19]

3 Y9857 9¥M2 0R172 2°0AWw 3 -5 NDDIAN 11T NOYI0AT NN NIIYA 50 117w 0RAXT NMNIPRT 200 T
TR VAW 2177 210 Tarabin, ARNT VAW TV ORIWS M0 2177 ,°1°0 1IDX 21172 2°2W1H
Tiyaha, 71T 202w o0 19712 DWW Azazmeh , PRI 2337 °1°0 119X MPITA NIPOIPIR 2n? WIw
S0 177

[1-[2009 ,19 12> ,7pa7 >N ,0n% NWYANNT 2270 11771277 772 29XMI0T 20X DX 70773 1RK]
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[TO DO]

34. Russo-Turkic relations position

35.

[1-

Syria’s markets for the
consumption of Turkish rather
than Iranian goods.

In one of the more revealing
articles Israel’s The Land (i.e.,
v2X7) has published on Syria, the
authors explain how on the eve
of the Iranian president’s first
visit in Syria since the start of
Syria's response to the
subversion of the Arab Spring in
20117],

[FIWRTD ,PWNRTI P IRR KW

S YRT,2011-2 2O0TRT Nanon 7109 TR?
05.03.2023]

36.

“had reasons to be worried.”
Syria, in which Iran “invested a
lot of money and military
resources to protect the Assad
regime,” “prefers Turkish goods
over Iranian goods.” There are
two reasons. Turkish quality
supersedes Iranian. Turkish
prices are cheaper than Iranian.
In support of his point of view,
the author states: “Last year [in
2022] Turkish exports to Syria
amounted to $2.2 billion while
[ranian exports to Syria
amounted to no more than $110
million dollars altogether.” In an
elegant expression of the
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underlying strength of
competition within an
increasingly globalized
economy, the author says: “Here
1s a role and the numbers speak
for themselves.” The disparity in
Turkish to Iranian exports is a
difference at twenty times the
former over the latter. It is a
significant difference.

[] [7°7902 IRPR R°W1 HW 2221777 MR
05.09.2023 ,yI87 ,2173 wwn 2nnon]

37.

38.

The primary reason for
conflating Russo-Iranian
relations with Syria is that many
conclude that Iran is a Shia
republic whose regime is at the
head of the ‘Axis of Resistance’
in which only the holy forces of
the heavens play a more
definitive role in its decision
making processes than the
objective reality of its economy.

Turkey currently occupies
Syrian territory, conducts
operations against its enemies on
Syrian territory, or dictates
policies in these areas. Iran does
not. Iran does not occupy any
Syrian territory. It does not
conduct operations against its
enemies on Syrian territory, or,
at least, few, if any, sources
exclaim an incident in which
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[ranians struck Iranian enemies
on Syrian territory. Iran does not
dictate policy for any of its
unoccupied Syrian territory or
against its enemies on Syrian
territory.

Conclusion

39.

40.

To make a long story short,
Russo-Iranian relations are
almost entirely asymmetrical.
Although Russia initially entered
into a military cooperation and
has extended that cooperation in
various ways (i.e., the joint
electricity grid), Russia has
entered into expanded military
cooperation with many
countries, including many
African countries. The Cradle, a
pro-Israeli media outlet managed
by members of the American
intelligence community, for
instance, published a map
detailing the number of African
countries associated with the
recent establishment of Russian
military contracts. It is a large
number.

There is little reason without a
thorough comparative analysis
to claim that Russia’s expanded
military cooperation with Iran is
unique and in multiple ways
supersedes any of those
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consecrated in an African
country. It is an unqualified
claim. Nonetheless, Iran depends
upon Russia more than Russia
upon Iran and this is a defining
characteristic in many case
common to and a part of the
expanded military contracts
Russia maintains with African
countries.

While Iran is an Eurasian partner
on the continent and its
proximity to Russia puts it on
par with China, Mongolia and
Kazakhstan, these countries
maintain an independence from
Russia and none are joined at its
hip.

The Western world is at war with
Iran and the Persian empire
since the beginning of the
ancient world and the city states
of the ancient Greeks fought
against the Persian menace and
attempted to hold back Persia
from extension into the Western
World. Alexander’s empire
extended into its reaches and he
killed many a Persian
commander.

While Leibniz is responsible for
extending the European
Enlightenment deep into Russian
thought, a prospect Peter the
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Great, Putin’s 1dol, sought to
advance with gusto, there is no
evidence to support the claim
that the crisis of the European
mind affected Persia, or, at least,
from the perspective of the
Radical Enlightenment, there 1s
little to no evidence to support a
Persian enlightenment. Jonathan
Israel's monumental study into
the international relations of the
European enlightenments
emphasizes the role played by an
embrace of Islam, the Quran, or
Mohammed, but Shia-ism plays
little to no role in that embrace.
The Axis of Resistance, the
practice of whose five groups
identifies with the methods of
terrorism, is deeply inimical to
the Western tradition of
international law, protocols, or
conventions.

44. 1t 1s likely deeply rooted within
the unbreakable Russian affinity
for its enlightened European
roots that Russia is not entirely
interested in advancing Iranian
influence in Syria, let alone
throughout the Eurasian
continent, over its own.
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[4] - [Russia Tightens Grip on East
Ukraine City, Wall Street Journal,
February 17th, 2024]

[]- [“Assad says Syria has held
‘meetings’ with US on possibly
mending ties with West,” The Times
of Israel, April 21st, 2024]

There is an article published by
Maariv in the early days of the 2023
Israeli invasion of Gaza about
Assad’s silence on the Gaza conflict
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that was one of the more well
written columns.
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