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In a recently published essay in
the magazine, Foreign Affairs,
William Burns made a series of
remarks regarding the Ukraine
war. In particular he notes the
following in his closing
statement. He writes: “Ukraine’s
challenge is to puncture Putin’s
arrogance and demonstrate the
high cost for Russia of continued
conflict, not just by making
progress on the frontlines but
also by launching deeper strikes
behind them and making steady
gains in the Black Sea.” [1]

It is important for American
citizens to evaluate carefully the
statements that its leaders make
from time to time. There are a
few things that arise in an
evaluation of Burn’s essay.
Burn’s comment about “Putin’s
arrogance,” “the high cost for
Russia of continued conflict,” or
the “steady gains” on the Black
Sea deserve consideration.

Burns states that a foreign policy
goal in Ukraine and the
Ukrainian war is to “puncture
Putin’s arrogance.” While it is
unclear what it means “to
puncture Putin’s arrogance,” the
Ukrainian feint in September
2022 deeply affected the Russian
ruling elite. An immediate
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consequence became a
reshuffled military hierarchy. It
led automatically to a call for a
‘partial’ mobilization. In
addition to the political
consequences, both of which the
Putin regime sought to avoid in
the very designation of the
“Special Military Operation,”
the Ukrainian feint resulted in a
devastating military setback that
even the U.S. leadership or the
U.S.-led NATO proxy force’s
leadership still fail to understand
today. It resulted in the loss of
the Kharkov region.

The turning point for war on the
eastern front from time
memorial is the Kharkov region,
as the Kharkov region separates
Russia’s relationship with the
area in the southern Donbas—
rich in raw materials— from the
road to Smolensk, the staging
ground for a ground invasion on
Moscow. Control over Kharkov
thus enables progress in either
direction, from Kharkov to Kiev
or from Kharkov to Smolensk.
Russia’s loss of the Kharkov
region set the Russian military
planners back from being able to
advance eastward on the road to
Kiev. Furthermore, Russia 1s
now required to expend military
resources in an effort to recover



JOIN THE DISTRICT
ASSEMBLY NOW!

Ukraine’s recovered territory.
These have not resulted in an
immediate Russian
breakthrough.

The ensuing battles around
Vuhledar [2a], Kupiyansk and
Avdiivka [2b, 2¢], and Synrivka
[2d] are attempts to return
Russia’s lost control over the
keystone critical to progress on
the eastern front. While the
battles in these areas have not
culminated in the success that
the Russian ruling elite may
utilize to bolster its war effort
throughout the country, there are
reports of progress [21, 211, 21iil,
2iv, 2v] throughout the lines in
the Donetsk direction but these
are far from a control over the
Kharkov region. Nonetheless,
the outcome for these battles
weighs heavily on Russia’s
consciousness of the threat that
the U.S.-led NATO proxy force
presents to Russia’s interests in
Ukraine.

It is unclear what is meant by
“the high cost for Russia of
continued conflict” but Russia’s
losses are not 315,000. The only
truly verifiable Russian losses on
the battlefield are those Evgeny
Prigozhin accrued during the
decisive battle at Bakhmut-
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Artemovsk. These are anywhere
from 30,000 to 40,000. The
remainder are a subject of
speculation. Hence it is without
any basis in fact that one can
claim Russia’s losses are
anywhere near the threshold at
315,000. Where is the evidence
for this figure?

Does Burns mean an economic
price? If so, a Hebrew
commentator recently noted how
the Russian economy has not
suffered as a result of the
Ukraine war (i.e., “innonm
nIMynwn YA X2 AINAPIN2
N1 179922.7).[3]

The International Sanctions
Program, for instance, as
introduced more than 11 times
since the beginning of Russia’s
February 22nd, 2022 ground
invasion into Ukraine, failed to
achieve its own goals, let alone
the overall aim of America’s
ISPs. Despite the ISP, the
Russian economy continues to
improve.

There are signs, however, that
aspects of the Russian economy
are confronting challenges.
These challenges, however, do
not have a discernible origin.
Reports released on the famous
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Shifting Momentum at a Crucial Time Detail
A high-stakes meeting of the Russian and Chinese leaders followed a week of retreats by Moscow. Kyive —~
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Ukraine captured more
territory in the last week ...
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the last five months.

3,400 2,000
SQ. MILES SQ. MILES
WJJ&\ RUSSIA RUSSIA
Kharkiv @ X Kharkiv @
UKRAINIAN GAINS RUSSIAN GAINS
SEPT.6 - 11 . APRIL 22 - SEPT. 6 )
IZIUTE b 2 LUHANSK Izium LUHANSK
UKRAINE ) . UKRAINE °
DONETSK Luhansk DONETSK ™" Luhansk
1
. £®
. i Donetsk . . Donetsk
Zaporizhzhia @ Zaporizhzhia s ®
. S [ . 5 [
Mykolaiv Melitopol 2~/ Mariupol Mykolaiv Melitopol <~/ Mariupol
o ° L] °
@ Kherson © Kherson
BTN Extent of =
7y ?‘J\ﬁ“‘ Russian advance 4 f;“s"“
/?b /:1‘34

N N
£ N 5 £ > (-

100 MILES

Source: Institute for the Study of War with American Enterprise Institute’s Critical Threats Project | Note: Areas are approximate.

Russian brand of major vehicle
manufacture, Kamaz, appear to
indicate longstanding
deficiencies for its newest
models.[4a] The origin of these
defects, however, appear to be
indiscernible, even though the
article mentions ‘“the unstable
quality of parts” (i.e.,
“HecTaOMILHOE KaueCTBO
koMiuiekTyromux”’). The origin
could be attributed, as the
Journal notes, a result of “a lack
of access to Western parts.”[4c]
Russia, however, outpaced the

DENISE LU, ZACH LEVITT AND GUILBERT GATES/THE NEW YORK TIMES

0.9% estimate Raiffeisenbank
Russia cast over the “long-term
potential growth of the
economy,” indicating that the
Russian economy is far from
sluggish with nonmilitary
sectors continuing to produce.
[4c] On the other hand, Russia
has begun to benefit from its
control over the resources in the
Donbas. Lughansk has already
begun to export massive
amounts of coal from the
Donbas to Turkey. [4b]
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nor economically has Russia
been unwilling “to pay the high
cost” for the continued conflict.
Neither the ISP nor the losses
Russia suffered at the battle of
Bakhmut-Artemovsk have
persuaded the Russian ruling
elite to adopt a course of action
any different from its current
course in the war. Russian
soldiers have died. Many more
Ukrainian soldiers have died.
Russia adapted its economy to
the ISP, complying with rather
than engaging directly in a
struggle to retain its withdrawing
Western based businesses. The
businesses that left Russia
caused a net loss totaling more
than $1 billion Euros. [5] To
whom has the cost been more
costly?

What of the “steady gains” on
the Black Sea? It is largely a
self-explanatory phrase. On the
whole, the Black Sea depends
entirely upon control of Crimea.
Since 2014, Russia has
continued to control Crimea.
Without control over the
Crimean peninsula, no “steady
gains” are capable of achieving a
strategic and decisive change in
the state of the art on the Black
and Azov seas. The battle of the

STOP THE ISRAELI WAR!

12.

PAGE 5 OF 9

Vergeltungswaffen [6] on the
Black and Azov seas for control
over the Grain Corridor has been
and 1s so far inconsequential for
Crimea, since Russia continues
to retain control over Crimea.
Furthermore, it does not appear
as though the global container
industry has been affected either
way. In terms of commerce there
does not appear to have been a
gain. Restored Ukrainian control
over the Grain Corridor has not
resulted in an expansion of
American trade routes. Has it
actually helped the Ukraine
economy? If so, why does the
Ukraine still require additional
sums of billion dollar aid? What
is the “steady gain” the restored
Grain Corridor provided?

Burn’s claims that a “relatively
modest investment” entails
“significant geopolitical
returns.” The United States has
been involved in the Ukraine
since 2014 after Victoria
Nuland’s successful coup d’état
against the democratically
elected pro-Russian candidate
Viktor Yanukovich. It has almost
nothing to show for its efforts.
What has the United States
accomplished in Ukraine in the
past decade? What “significant
geopolitical returns” have the
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United States accrued? The
uneven and desperate
conversions of Georgia,
Armenia[12] or Azerbaijan[11],
undoubtedly unexpected
maneuvers on the Grand
Chessboard, have not resulted in
a checkmate on Russian power
in the Black Sea, let alone the
Caucasus. It has only
“[underscored] Moscow’s
warning power over events in

the region,” as the Journal notes.

13. These returns recall statements
that Mitt Romney and Lindsey
Graham made to the effect that
attacking Russia, a geopolitical
competitor, 1s the best
investment one can make. Has
Romney’s and Graham’s

14.

argument really been fleshed
out? It does not appear as though
it has. Burn’s essay does not
appear to contribute much to
Romney’s and Graham’s
argument.

The decision to lean on the “U.S.
defense budget” from the $31.8
trillion, non-gold standard,
dollar Federal debt for a
continued war in the Ukraine
calls into question the
underlying challenges the United
States continues to face around
the world. The challenges that
the United States continue to
face around the world have as
little to do with Ukraine as
Ukraine has to do with currency,
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trade routes, or military contracts are a black hole. Few,
contracts. if any, new governments appear
to be interested in American
15. Although the “preservation of military equipment. If so, the
Western aid to Ukraine” contracts do not appear to be
continues to result in domestic enumerating with a strength

military contracts, these
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identical to or exceeding that of
Russia.

The most significant
development in the foreign
policy of the United States is not
the National Security Agency’s
ability to shut down a sign at a
railway station in Angola.[7], [9]
It is that the United States has
facilitated the growth of a trade
route critical to the extraction of
raw materials from the Congo in
a new Africa strategy that arose
from the the coup d’états in
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger
that erupted after the fall of
Bakhmut-Artemovsk. Putting to
an end French[8], English,
Canadian, or German influence,
these coup d’états pushed
American interests on the
continent to the coast at which
point the U.S. rebounded with a
coastal strategy along the Gulf
of Guinea, including Benin,
Togo, and the Céte d’Ivoire, the
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world’s largest cocoa producer.
[10] Burn’s essay indicates that
the United States has not
rebounded with a new strategy
for Russia after the failed
Ukrainian “Summer”
counteroffensive.
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