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The battle over Hamas’ southern
stronghold, the city of Khan
Younis, is a part of the earliest
part of the 2023 Israeli invasion.
Although set aside for
completion only in the last
phase, otherwise known as phase
“3,” the Isracli Defense Forces
(henceforth IDF) began to lay
siege to the city as early as the
beginning of December before
the New Year amid calls by the
Biden Administration for the
government headed by Benjamin
Netanyahu to scale his military
operation back.

On December 3rd, 2023 the New
York Times wrote how “[the]
Israeli military said in a
statement that it had struck more
than 50 locations in and around
Khan Younis, the largest city in
southern Gaza, where hundreds
of thousands of displaced people
have been sheltering.” [1] It
appears to be the first instance
the newspaper made to the city
on its front pages, indicating for
the first time the city’s
appearance within the annals of
Israel’s war on the Gaza Strip.

No sooner than a couple of days
later, the newspaper began to
circulate reports that the IDF
began to “[widen] its military
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assault against Hamas in the
southern part of the Gaza Strip,
with armored vehicles rolling
closer to its main city,”
indicating how many residing
“in Khan Younis [saw] no way
out.” [2] On the next day,“Israeli
soldiers pushed into the heart of
the largest city in the southern
Gaza Strip.” [] - [“Fears for
Gaza’s Grow as Fighting Gets
Fiercer Yet,” New York Times,
December 6th, 2023.]

Given the duration of the battle,
beginning as early as the
beginning of December, a little
more than a month after the
beginning of the 2023, ground
invasion, the fighting there takes
a deeper significance than in the
northern or central Gaza Strip.
With the recent fighting at a
pitch, the struggle to contain
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Hamas in Khan Younis is
reaching its final stages.
Multiple reports in the Israeli
press have indicated that the
siege of Khan Younis is coming
to close.

On January 24th, 2024 the
Israeli press began to publish
celebratory articles such as the
one published by Maariv (i.e.,
“”) with a “victory pose” (i.e.,
“nrxo17 n1nn”). These articles
contain summaries of the events
that occurred up until the current
stage, which appears to be
coming to a close. [3]

While the Israeli daily, the Land
(i.e., “vxT”), reported how the
IDF began to operate in the west
of Khan Younis, just after the
Salah-a-Deen causeway, “areas
in which the IDF had not yet
fought” until this point in the
war. The author noted how no
less than fifty people died as a
result of the intense fighting in
that area. [4]

The IDF secured noteworthy
points on a series of metrics vis-
a-vis the battle of Khan Younis.
According to the newspaper
Maariv (i.e., “27¥n”), the IDF
“closed more than 200 tunnel
openings, destroyed more than
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130 “terror factories”, 10 TMS
launchers, and eliminated anti-
tank groups and many terrorists”
(i.e., “N7o° YW 2P NN MY
7IN°W2a MP1237 NIXT 210 636
MITIRT 2221 MR 20 Qv 9w
727722 10K N3N N2V
>3°5 200-2 011 X'M2 oMY
nnwn 130-5 Sy 170w,
0"nn Miawn 10-2 1%°¥07 ,70
0°27 2°%2721 0" NP HOIM.”).

[5]

The Israeli newspaper Latest
Notices (i.e., “ MM MY77)
echoed these points, stating how
the IDF “announced today that
during the past few weeks a
battle team 1in the area of Khan
Younis has been fighting and
that during the process of its
fighting the forces killed dozens
of terrorists, raided dozens of
terror factories, and took over
Hamas control centers™ (I.e.,
“3 017 v PR L7 T2

2P0 INX DY1D 211NN NIYIAWa
011 N7 MR 7°52 N2V v
ntakisivi i phiam Rty iak ah ekl
WWH ,0%%amn MY 120°1 MM
2¥ 1020w Y NNYD MY Y
D DO1°¥N 9"'XA LORNT YW MTPen
N2V DRPT IRD TNWRAT ayen 17
MW Q93D TRMPY 1703
vIXIn.”’). [6]
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9. In one of the more noteworthy infantry accompanying tanks in
events, the IDF secured a point urban warfare.
on its metric for Integrated Air
Defenses Systems. The IDF o '

eliminated a group of three
Hamas militants preparing to
attack one of the IDF’s tanks
with a rocket. According to the
IDF, the IDF attacked a group of g
Hamas militants with three I u}é&wﬁwwwma e
rockets (i.e., “an1?yop N730n2 —
NI @M 10T, 031 X' anna
21 3 av o°%ann RPG, oonmva
120°MW NN 2917 NIMD DR NI
anx’).

11. Nonetheless, the IDF’s IADS
continues to struggle. Reports
have surfaced that Hamas
militants have successfully

10. It appears as though this is the downed Israeli surveillance

first time the IDF has published dr-(iptes.tln fad(htlf[)n, Hamast'
a report on its IADS cooperating im ! eltn S(i 0(1; s a(rllc‘:[e,.lc.:on fnue
to prevent anti-tank attacks 0 upload videos, detalling

during the course of the battle ambush after ambush.
for Khan Younis, if not during
the entire course of the war.
The fact that this comes well
after the 100th day of the
expansion of the 2023 Israeli
ground invasion into the Gaza T R .
Strip indicates that the IDF is dpla u
operating behind the clock to :
update its combined arms
forces to reconnoitre, identify

o e
— R T

....'.I
. —

ol Gkt o JéGaY ] sk Laglill o SIS
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. AlJazeera Arabic 3.5l sLs + 180K views + 1 day
threats on the battlefield. It is 200 -

important to emphasize the
shocking delay in its

appearance for supporting 12. The Arabic press continues to
publish story after story on the
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13.

14.

15.

latest “ambush” (i.e., (2<S) in its
headline. The Turkish press is
following suit. European news
media with Arabic channels like
the BBC or Euronews do not
publish these headlines; these
channels general lack news
commentators dedicated to an
analysis of the situation on the
ground.

While not receiving much press
1n non-native Arabic media, the
ambush story is at the point now
where there is no longer any
need for commentators on Qatari
or Turkish news channels to lay
claim to its success. It is already
a forgone conclusion by now.

While the battle of Khan Younis
has already been raging
intensively now since the
beginning of December, Hamas’
militant wing continues to
upload videos, documenting its
successful ambushes against
Israeli soldiers throughout the
embattled city of Khan Younis.

On January 27th, 2024 Hamas
militants uploaded a video
detailing no less than five
successful ambushes. In a video
posted by a white-labeled clone
of the Qatari Al-Jazeera channel
called Al-Araby (i.e., “2),
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Hamas militants can be seen
firing Yaseen 105 mm artillery
rounds at Israeli tanks (i.e., “ 8
3 gin xa aludll Dilde @lady aaa

oo ild A JaYP?),

On January 28th, Al-Jazeera
reported two more ambushes. It
reported that Hamas militants
targeted a pair of Israeli
Merkava tanks in an eastern
neighborhood of Khan Younis
(1., “ it UIS jue Sl Ldagial
QL';JG:J\'&J);& V.0 u;\u‘.:m
o).

u;@bebdlgmq{dJm.‘fﬂ?Ml
i Ola (o8 LY

Al Jazeera Mubasher il 5,050l 505 « 74K
views * 6 hours ago

It also reported that Hamas
militants targeted a pair of Israeli
Merkava tanks in another eastern
neighborhood of Khan Younis
(i.e., “ iy WIS jue il Ldagiul
O& e Ja¥l (B vo il

o= 57). Both of these attacks
involved Hamas’ new weapon,
the Yaseen 105 mm artillery
round. These attacks were
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apparently carried out by
Hamas’ militant wing.
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19.

. The Islamic faction Jerusalem
(i.e., “w=28") carried out similar
attacks in those neighborhoods,
targeting three Israeli units of
armor (i.e., “AySuwe LY Calagiul
Ja¥l a (B o (2 ) DR Ay g
A&l 3592 ), exploding an IED
(i.e., “ )Y 30k Ailie 3 gie puadl
Ja¥) o~ Adhaia aa@ll ) saa &) OF
firing mortars on soldiers of
Israeli units of armor in the
neighborhood of Tel-Hawaa
(i.e., “sia Jlo osled) il 3l
| sell Jidihaia i saall LI 57,

It is important to note that Al-
Jazeera, increasingly now far
more than in any previous period
of time, has begun to employ
clearly racist terminology for its
description of the events
occurring during the 2023 Israeli
invasion of the Gaza Strip.
While prior to the intensification
of the battle of Khan Younis, Al-
Jazeera appeared to be less
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prone to adopting the
normalization of racist
terminology in its reporting,
there appear to be occurring with
great frequency instances of the
use of such terms “enemy” (i.e.,
“ 9211”) or Zionists (i.e.,

“43 sie=”). Generally speaking,
Al-Jazeera often employs
interpretative phrases to describe
Israeli forces, calling the IDF
the “occupation army” (i.e.,
“Joall Gaall), Tt often employs
the term “occupation soldiers”
(i.e., “ J2aY) 2 58”) to describe
Israeli soldiers.
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20. The more radical terms are

21.

frequently used throughout
Syria’s Arabic press following
the established practice in the
Persian language newspapers.
Syria’s Arabic presses employ
these terms exclusively with no
exception, almost as according
to an unspoken Syrian law.
Although not always, Lebanese
newspapers, especially those
originating from the southern
strongholds held by Hizbollah,
frequently use the terms. Only
recently has Al-Jazeera begun to
adopt these terms with greater
frequency than usual.

If you compare the two
descriptions of the IDF, there is a
noticeable difference in
“occupation army” (i.e., “_iuall
all”) and “Israeli army” (i.e.,

“olily¥l Jiuall”). It may be for

Al-Jazeera’s use of these more
interpretative terms that the
current situation regarding
Netanyahu’s disagreements with
Qatar have begun to surface
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publicly. [] - [Tensions Rise
Between Israel and Qatar, WSJ,
January 26th, 2024]

While the Journal mentions
nothing more than unspecified
“disparaging remarks,”
Netanyahu’s declaration that he
has no “illusions” about Qatar
may be a result of the
complicated linguistics required
to discuss the extremely
sensitive, decades old, Israeli
Palestinian conflict, if not the
right wing, ultra nationalist
“uncompromising” political
stance Netanyahu continues to
assume.
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Deaths Reported in Gaza
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23. Apart from the further
radicalization of the Arabic press
in support of the Palestinian
cause, undoubtedly a result of
the rising Palestinian death toll,
the war is beginning to take a
toll on more than merely the
Palestinian lives. While the
death rate for Palestinians
continues to accrue at a steady
rate, nearly doubling from
November 22nd, 2023 to the
present day, many Israelis are
becoming weary.

24. The Israeli daily, the Land (i.e.,
“raxT”), published an article
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outlining the fact that Israelis
soldiers in particular are already
beginning to show various signs
of fatigue. the author expects
Israelis to begin showing signs
of fatigue, should the war
continue, as Gallant or
Netanyahu would like.

The author notes how the war is
expected to begin taking a toll
this year when “soldiers are
expected to be called up again
for another, extended period of
service” (1.e., “,7IW: MDY ONWA
R 210X QW MR 2w
noDII X1 NDIPND 17199012
NINDY LIARTI TOON2 TN Nami7alala)l
13DI7W MIATINGT MY NIATYNaT
QW MyDIN O AW AR NYnnn
arR o nws "R MTpol
,OI¥1X2 M7 0 DR WO 27T
21w 2°179°02.”). The author
mentions a situation in which
soldiers do not return from leave
for “different reasons.” [7]

Responsibility

26.

Many within the Israeli press,
however, have begun to express
doubt about the future of the
war. In at least one article from
the Israeli newspaper, The Land
(i.e., “yIRa”), the author notes
how the 2023 Israeli invasion of
the Gaza Strip no longer has a
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27.

28.

29.

future, raising concerns about
“responsibility.”

The author writes: “The war has
no point; it has no future, while
its extension is a way to suppress
raising the question of
responsibility” (i.e., “77 7R
X°77 NN DAX ,7°NY PRI N°90N PR
NYRWA P10V IR MINT? W 17
IR "YIRA"D K, " NnRa

VAP MW D°ONNWNT
Townnm.”) [8] - [:v1apa Mpn
W VWD °INI, TNV PR anon?
LRI NPRWA MY 07 JaT
01.22.2024 ,y7x7]

Responsibility, as raised by the
author, could mean many things,
depending upon context. On the
one hand, responsibility could
mean responsibility for the
leadership of the war; on the
other hand, responsibility could
mean responsibility for the
mistakes arising from the war. In
terms of Netanyahu the authors
most certainly mean
responsibility for the future
government.

The author centers on
Netanyahu’s motivation behind
any discussion of the hostages.
Hamas continues to hold more
than 136 hostages, many of
whom are women, children, or
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elderly. “It may sound horrible
to say but this is the reality. So
long as the protests continue to
demand the return of the
hostages, the longer the protest
he fears, the one against the
government, is delayed” (i.e.,
“DAR 7T DR MY RN AN L7 Ny
NP ARMAT TV D2 - IR NNT
AN N2A2YNA ,0°91000 NAWA2
RN rlizgataly i bW R'7AvVAlE ISP ErEhialaliz
TPOYY 0°20° XITW PIRIY wpnn
NPOOT NN QYDA NN
09725 O°7°0R MW ARne).

However, the author focuses
almost exclusively on
Netanyahu. Netanyahu’s
Minister of Defense, Gallant,
deserve to be scrutinized equally
so. Gallant’s strategy, to lay
siege to the entire Gaza Strip, is
a major contributing factor to
Israel’s further isolation. In the
recently announced ICJ ruling
on an application for a
temporary injunction, the Court
specifically mentioned the words
Gallant used to give expression
to his strategy.

ICJ’s decision to mention
Gallant’s words suggests its
willingness to adopt South
Africa’s request for the Court to
find Gallant in violation of the
clause against intentional
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33.

genocide. At least part of the
responsibility authors seek to
explore within the decision
making processes of the
Netanyahu regime ought to be
focused on Gallant’s military
strategy.

Gallant’s military strategy
played into Sinwar’s strategy.
Sinwar sought to strike an
immediate reaction within
Israel’s ruling elite to solicit an
immediate ground invasion.
Sinwar, whom the New York
Times, claims prepared at least
one year ahead of time for the
October 7th, 2023 attack, sought
to lure the Israeli military into
intense urban combat. Hamas, an
inherently dismantled political
organization, operates cells with
two to three men. These cells,
equipped with rocket launchers,
unleashed rocket after rocket in
the densely built areas of the
invaded Gaza Strip, leveraging
Israel’s immediate reaction for
revenge against Hamas’ most
powerful military strength.

The longer that Netanyahu
regime prolongs the siege of the
Gaza Strap, the longer Sinwar’s
strategy of luring the Israeli’s
into urban warfare continues.
These concerns apparently
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figure less prominently than the
discussion over the ‘hostages,’
despite being relevant to the
current overall situation.

34. Nonetheless, other publications

from the Israeli press, portray
responsibility, apart from a
discussion of political or military
leadership, as a recognition of
the primary challenges the future
of the country faces not just in
terms of the political viability of
a single candidate but within the
context of the wider social,
political, economic, or military
processes demonstrating shifts in
geopolitics.[9]
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36.

The author, who believes the
current shift in geopolitics
require “Israel to prepare for
much greater missions in the
face of a global arms race,”
mentions how both Russia as
well as China have demonstrated
exceptional economic and
military power within the last
year alone (i.e., “12n7% ORW° Yy
7197 119117 729772 M7 Mndwnd
M WTa”).

He writes that Russia is creating
today “weapons in at an
alarming rate.” The current rate
of production exceeds the same
period of time by 60%. The
author notes how Russia’s
current rate “has not been as
heavy, since the ‘great patriotic
war.” The author is keen to point
out that the Ukraine war hardly
affected the Russian economy,
since capital continues to rise in
parallel with that of weaponry
and the expansion of Russian
army. Alongside his discussion
of Russia, he mentions how
China’s defense budget is
expected to approximate that of
the United States (i.e., “M>van
920w N°OR AYPWE DY N1NaTA
800~ 2"37K W 1 n2pnn

9917 IR,
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In response to these concerns,
the author notes how
responsibility within the current
geopolitical context takes on the
meaning of a conscious
recognition. The current
generation, he argues, neither
knows how to conduct war nor
build military forces (i.e., “3217n
WD R AN PR YT XYW M7
annonY Mo Niab.”)

Tunnels

38.

39.

The vast tunnel networks in the
Gaza Strip remain a focal point
of the last stage of the 2023
siege of the Gaza Strip. In an
article published by Maariv, the
authors discuss how one of the
next steps is to determine how
deeply to root out the more than
160 kilometers of tunnels dug
underneath the besieged city
(i.e., “ By MPoYn a9 25w NRG
121 MY ARW TV KW ,011 INA
MM? 11012° TIW PIAY 1M 709N
,011 IR 2w MN7Inn Tank Py
N Y n'"p 160-5 Yy nnniw
Q1 0PN 2°075712 115MIwY
anIR? nnnn.”) [10]

It appear as a focal point on the
destruction of the vast tunnel
network underneath the Gaza
Strip is no longer a primary
military objective for the IDF. In
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40.

41.

an article published by the Saudi
news agency, Al-Arabiya (i.e.,
“dy =IP") the authors highlight
how attendees at a recent
meeting of Israel’s top-secret
National Security Council (i.e.,
“1IMwan-"1771n V1aPR”) concluded
that only “strategic” tunnels
would remain the object of a
focal point on the destruction of
the tunnel network.

The author noted that the
“destruction of ‘non-strategic’
tunnels in the Gaza Strip is not
within the objectives of the
current war on the Strip, and will
not be dealt with at this stage,”
as according to the the Head of
Israel’s National Security
Council (i.e., “ce¥) (dae pad ) J&
(’ﬁM ““_,,_\m @M&,}J)w‘)f\ ‘_,,.A}sl\
e AN i ) caaY)
(a3 38 glal 8 <Al yiuY)
s g Uail) e allall el Cilaal,
[11]

It is worthwhile to mention how
the article’s title 1s one of the
more curious titles among the
headlines on the Saudi news
agency. It reads in Arabic: “The
destruction of the tunnels is
important to whomever rules
over Gaza later.”
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The vast sprawling tunnel
network in the Gaza Strip is
insignificant. The tunnel
networks have been rebuilt more
than three times during the past
three military engagements in
the Gaza Strip. Warfare in the
Gaza Strip i1s renowned for
tunneling.

The author of a recently
published book advertised on Al-
Jazeera (i.e., “3_nxW"), Gaza: A
History points out how tunneling
warfare in the Gaza Strip dates
to as far back as Alexander’s
conquest of Alexandria in 333
B.C at the beginning of Western
history.

In his book, Jean-Pierre Filiu
notes how “Alexander’s
conquest of Alexandria in 333
B.C. preceded the first historical
reference to tunneling in Gaza.”
In the event of a siege of Gaza,
Alexander commissioned no less
than a “100 days of fruitless
attacks and tunneling.”

Filiu’s explanation, which is as
relevant today as Gaza is located
next to the sea, emphasizes how
Alexander’s campaign marked
“the first historical reference to
the loose subsoil of Gaza, with
the construction of tunnels and
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counter-tunnels prefiguring the
current tunnels into the modern-
day Gaza Strip.” [Gaza: A
History; Filiu, pg. 7]

46. The tunnels are nothing more
than underground, though not
entirely communicable, lines of
communication. Their
significance is primarily
precedes a military conflict in
the Gaza Strip where they can be
used for the production of
weapons. The destruction of the
tunnels is therefore altogether
ancillary to the primary
significance of warfare in the
Gaza Strip.

The Primary Significance of Warfare in
the Gaza Strip

47. The Middle Eastern daily from
among the Arabic speaking
presses, Middle East (i.e., ©7),
recently published an artlcle on
the significance of the
Philadelphia Corridor. The
article, “Yaga «Ldladld ) saan 13
asks, “Why is the Philadelphia
Corridor Important?” The article
details the relevant history of
control over the corridor within
the past few years since Israel
signed a treaty with Egypt,
returning control over the border
to the Gaza Strip.
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48. However, the article provides,
like most of the Arabic presses,
an entirely one-side view that
steeped less so in the shifting
global struggle for dominance
over the former divisions of the
Ottoman Empire than the great
power struggle Egypt continues
to advance in its support for the
smuggling at the Rafiach
crossing.

49. It is important to note that the
significance a Palestina in a
Roman solution over Judea
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50.

contains significance only
insofar as the nexus of relevance
for the geopolitics of the Gaza
Strip figure prominently into its
implementation. The Biden
administration’s debate, for
instance, with Netanyahu, or,
vice-versa, Netanyahu’s debate
with the Biden administration
over a Roman solution, derives
primarily from the significance
of the wider geopolitical
significance of the Gaza Strip.

The wider significance of the
Gaza Strip is as at its nexus of
relevance for the Rafiach
crossing, the Sinai desert, and
the Red Sea shipping lanes. In as
early as 1956 when Israel fought
a war against Egypt, Israel
fought a war against the Soviet
Union, on the one hand, in the
form of Egypt for its control
over the Suez Canal, while
against the Anglo-French for
their control over the Suez
Canal. The seige of the Gaza
Strip mattered not so much for
its own land but only insofar as a
gateway to both the Sinai
Peninsula on its way to the Suez
Canal on the commercial
shipping lane for the Red Sea.
On March 29th, 1954, the Soviet
Union, for instance, vetoed
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Israel’s request to discuss a
complaint against the blockade.

In his famous war diaries written
in English, the Major General
Moshe Dayan, one of the
greatest military commanders in
the history of the State of Israel,
wrote how “[one] of the basic
issues in the conflict between
Israel and Egypt was the
freedom of Israeli shipping
through the Red Sea.”

What is even more significant
for Dayan, however, is the
following. “Israel is not a rich in
natural resources, and among the
few minerals she does posses,
potash and phospahates take first
place, and are exported primarily
to countries of the Far East.”
[1bid.] At the end of his book,
Dayan explains how his “Sinai
Campaign was not intended as a
preventative war but to cure a
situation already sick—to breach
an existing blockade of Israel’s
southern waters.”[/bid., pg. 207]
Israeli’s southern waters, for
instance, stand at the center of
the competition for markets in
Asia or Africa.

While the struggle over the Red
Sea may not have been one of
the primary contributing factors
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to the 2023 Israeli invasion of
the Gaza Strip, Israel, if not the
United States, nonetheless,
confront a “situation already
sick” on the Red Sea shipping
lane that recalls with stunning
alacrity the words the great
Major General Moshe Dayan
evoked in the conclusion to his
Sinai Campaign.

The primary significance of
warfare in the Gaza Strip
therefore cannot be anything but
a result of the the wider
geopolitics at the nexus of
relevance for the Gaza Strip
such as control over commercial
shipping lanes on the Red Sea,
the Sinai Peninsula, or the Suez
Canal. By extension, the
Philadelphia Corridor, which the
treaty Israel signed with Egypt
settled, is one aspect of this
nexus of relevance. Although
settled by treat, the Philadelphia
Corridor continues to figure
prominently into the concerns
over the actuality of that nexus.
The Middle East’s article makes
no mention of any of these
things, let alone Moshe Dayan’s
everlasting contribution to the
elucidation of modern day
struggle for hegemony within
the provinces of the former
Ottoman Empire.
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The Houthis
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In one of the more disturbing
developments arising from the
continuation of the 2023 Israeli
invasion of the Gaza Strip,
Yemen’s Houthi rebels have
begun to upload videos in
Arabic, demonstrating how to
fire rockets at targets. In the
most recently published video, a
company of Houthis can be seen
shooting at buildings, a tank in
situ, or a fully decommissioned
MRAP towed on a chain down a
desolate highway in a barren,
arid desert. The Houthis are
clearing imitating Hamas
militants, shouting phases
similar those Hamas militants
shout in the videos posted
online.[12]

Both Russia and China have
voiced opposition to the
Houthi’s decision but to no avail.
Only recently the United States
asked China to intervene to
bring a stop to the attacks. To
date no single or combined
response to Houthi aggression in
the Red Sea appears to have
persuaded the Houthis to stop
attacking on the crucial
commercial shipping lane.
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